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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD
The first Sunday of November as always is All
Saints Sunday. This year it is November 4th. Nothing
will change for that. We will remember those who
died this past year, and some people that are put on
our list we may not even know. Still we honor them
by remembering them. That is one form by which we
remember the saints.

The Sunday following All Saints Sunday this year
is Veterans’ Day or originally called Armistice Day.
The day when World War I ended and peace returned
to the world. I am going to make a statement that we
are fortunate enough to have 2 Saints Sundays this
November. Many men in the first war to end all wars
gave their lives to bring about the peace.
Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. “ (John 15:13)
Those who died in that war and any war or
conflict were not just laying down one’s life for friends
but for all humankind. They have surpassed what
Jesus expected. So like the saints of All Saint’s Sunday
we will remember the saints who gave their lives for
the peace.
Two weeks later, Sunday, November 25th, we
conclude the season of Pentecost with
Sunday, Christ who is the One Who makes us all
saints. Pontus Pilate had the soldiers place an
inscription on the cross on which Jesus died, “Jesus of
Nazareth, King of the Jews.” (John 19:19) This was an

unusual way for Jesus’ kingdom to come about, the
king being crucified. However, through His death, He
took on our sins and wiped our slates clean so that “as
He was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father we too might rise to new life.” (Romans 6:4)
Thus, on Christ the King Sunday, we turn the
corner from Pentecost to a New Church Year in which
we prepare for the coming of this king incarnate in the
form of the baby Jesus. We get the picture of His end
while we prepare for the beginning of His Life.
All the saints who have died may not have died
with a glorious end; it may have been brutal either in
battle, or perhaps following a long difficult illness.
Our Christ the King endured a death that was just as
brutal as any we may experience. Nonetheless, we
must not forget as He was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, all the saints have risen to new life
in Christ.
It is going to be a good November full of
memories, but also overcome with joy for all the
Christ the King has done for us.
~ Pastor Wayne

From the desk of your congregation council:
The Lord of Life Church Council met for the
October monthly meeting on October 14th. Regular
business included review of committee reports,
financial reports, and minutes. Council liaisons will
work with their ministries over the next month to
develop a 2019 preliminary budget for review.
Council reviewed and approved replacement
purchases that were stolen, including lawn mower,
hedge trimmer, trimmer and blower. The Property
Committee was able to secure a discounted cost for
the mower and insurance will cover all of these costs.
Council discussed information and recommendations
provided by the Property Committee and voted to
proceed with necessary repairs to the septic system
that will help with current plumbing issues.
A Lord of Life member and Boy Scout, Steven
Babel, attended the meeting and requested Council
approve his Eagle Scout project; to install a ¼ mile
nature trail. Council approved the project; brush will

We are just a few short weeks from completing
the upstairs renovation (we hope!). Thank you for
partnering in our vision to grow the ministry of Able
to Serve.
“Therefore my dear brothers and sisters, stand
firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
1 Corinthians 15:58
Carlton McDaniel - Able to Serve

be cleared and interpretive nature signs will be
installed. This will make two approved Eagle Scout
projects that will only enhance the beautiful grounds
of Lord of Life.
Social Concerns reported that $1,400 was raised
from the yard sale. During the Worship and Music
report, Council discussed using Memorial Funds to
replace the advent wreath stand and carillon bells.
Worship and Music will work with finance to consult
contributing families to this fund to determine which
memorial gifts to proceed with.
Able to Serve won the Garner Chamber of
Commerce “Best Community Partner” award for the
second year in a row. New shelving was installed in
the pantry for Backpack Buddies. Two new schools
were added this year (Bryan Road Elementary and
Rand Road Elementary), so that Backpack Buddies is
now serving all nine Garner area elementary schools.
Yours in Christ,
Lord of Life Council Members:
Shannon Thomsen, Lindsay Crocker, Don Craig,
Karen Post, Mary Cook, Alecia Harrison,
Sarah Watkins, Dan Hayes, Becky Babel,
Dave Hash, and Pastor Dubnansky

On December 30th, the first Sunday of Christmas,
we will have a New Member Sunday when anyone
wishing to do so may formally join Lord of Life.
See Pastor Wayne if you’re interested.

We are still looking for a few good men to fill our
ranks. We meet the first Friday of the month so if
you are available that evening, join us for good food
and good fellowship.
The first Friday in November will be our Pizza
Night. During this meeting we will be discussing the
plans for our annual Christmas Party on Friday,
December 7th.
We have decided to bring back the White
Elephant Gift Exchange with a few modifications.
Many of our members felt that standing around the
circle for a long period of time while the gifts were
opened and exchanged was a real problem. In order
to avoid the standing, every individual will return to
their seat with their gift and a short period of time
will be allowed for any exchange that may take
place. We feel that this will allow the program to
move along rapidly and still maintain the fun of
exchange.
You are encouraged to look around the house
and find the item that you have been longing to pass
on to some unsuspecting person. Make sure it is
wrapped and ready to place on the gift table.
The menu will consist of freshly baked turkey,
ham, stuffing, freshly made potatoes, and a variety
of vegetables and salads. You will also find a great
selection of desserts. Wine and soft drinks will also
be available.
Those attending will be asked to bring a side
dish, salad, or dessert to share. The turkey, ham,
potatoes, and stuffing will be provided by the men’s
group.
John Leuenberger,
President

Garner Area Ministries –
During the months of November and
December, Social Concerns will be focusing on
collecting food for holiday meals. Any and all
donations are greatly appreciated but especially
the food listed below:

Turkeys-10-14 lbs.
Hams
Potatoes
Onions
Stuffing mixes
Gravy mixes
Canned or frozen vegetables
Cake mixes
Cans of fruit pie fillings
Cranberry Sauce
Fresh Fruit
Sugar, flour coffee

Think of your own Thanksgiving and Christmas
Dinners. Then donate some of whatever makes
your meal special to you. Make someone else's
meal special for them.
Questions or suggestions ? Please speak to
Connie Fortmeyer or any member of Social
Concerns Happy Eating!!

The Property
Committee has had a
very busy month. They
have replaced all the
items lost when the
outdoor shed was
broken into. We now
have a new mower,
leaf blower, hedge &
string trimmers. The
committee has
committed to having
necessary sewer work
done and a riser box
replaced on the road
side of the Church.
This means we will not have to worry about the drain
getting clogged up and going through the expense of
having it cleaned out each time it happens. This plan
will eliminate that. One of the "Problems That Need
Fixing Now" discussed at our last meeting was the
handicapped toilet in the women's bathroom. After
much discussion it was decided that the toilet will be
rebuilt rather than replaced.
Not all of the work done by Property Committee
is done indoors. They take care of the grounds around
the building making certain that any hazard is
removed. Recently a large tree was taken down and
removed from an area behind the building.
If you have a problem or concern that the
Property Committee should know about please let any
one on the committee know and it will be looked
into. While doing all of these things for us at Lord
of Life, Tim, John, Dave, Don, Neil, Gerry, along with
some other members of the Men's Group donate their
time, talents, and expertise to helping keep Camp
Agapé and Kure Beach in good shape. They give many
working hours for that purpose. They are a devoted
group!

Social
Concerns
Ministry

Cheerful Givers
“…

give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get
back.” – Luke 6:38

Social Concerns is continuing to REACH OUT for
our Out-Reach! Thank you for being ever-ready to
help us meet the goals that we set to help our
communities, both here and abroad. The Angel Tree
will be up soon as we prepare to bring a bit of
Christmas joy to children at Creech Road and East
Garner Elementary Schools. They would otherwise be
deprived of a few basic joys and toys that other
children take for granted. They are grateful for our
gifts to them. Our Angel Tree Gift Giving project is
coordinated with each school by Sarah Watkins.
Yes, there always seems to be a need because
there always IS! Especially given the horrific weather
issues that have assailed the residents in this and
neighboring states. The losses are too great to be
compensated but we have and will continue to help
both directly and through associated agencies.

Thanksgiving allows us to reach deeper with a
cheerful heart! Let’s not forget to use our overflowing
generosity to contribute to the holiday food initiative
for Garner Area Ministries; read all about it in this
issue of the November Newsletter à la Connie
Fortmeyer. May blessings abound in your life as you
pave a way in the lives of others.
Blessings,
Alecia Harrison and Gale Isaacs
Social Concerns Committee Co-Chairs

ELCA Conference of Bishops
(From www.ELCA.org)
CHICAGO – The Conference of Bishops of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
continues to discern the denomination's future as
outlined in the priorities and goals of Future
Directions 2025. The conference is an advisory body of
the ELCA that includes 65 synod bishops, the presiding
bishop and the secretary.
Meeting here Sept. 27-Oct. 2 under the theme
"While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near," the conference engaged in discussions
with senior leadership of the ELCA churchwide
organization to explore in-depth the work that
surrounds the five goals of Future Directions 2025 and
the key priorities of congregational vitality and
leadership.
"Just as the disciples on the road to Emmaus
discovered, we experienced the transforming power
of the risen Christ's presence as we move forward
together in new and deeper partnership within the
conference and with other leaders and leadership
teams of the ELCA," said the Rev. William O. Gafkjen,
bishop of the ELCA Indiana-Kentucky Synod and chair
of the conference.
Other business for the conference included a
report on the multicultural mission strategy to help
assess where each synod is in implementing their
goals toward increasing diversity in ELCA
congregations. The strategy was developed in
response to the resolution on racial justice adopted by
the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. The resolution
encourages all rostered ministers to receive antiracism training and every synod to develop or
maintain resources for anti-racism training for
rostered ministers and congregations at least every
two years.

The Inter-Religious Task Force presented a draft
of the inter-religious policy statement. Following
discussions, the conference recommended two
amendments to the text. The draft policy statement,
along with recommended amendments, will be
considered by the ELCA Church Council at its
November 2018 meeting. If approved, the statement
will be considered by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly.
The conference also reviewed and offered
responses to the draft social statement on women
and justice. The proposed social statement will be
delivered to the ELCA Church Council at its April 2019
meeting for consideration by the 2019 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly.
In other business, the ELCA Conference of
Bishops received:
 A report on theological education from seminary
presidents and leaders.
 An update on Always Being Made New: The
Campaign for the ELCA. As of July 31, the campaign
has received $198 million for campaign priorities;
$160 million in cash and commitments and $38
million in planned gifts. The period of the campaign
has been extended an additional five months to
June 30, 2019.
 A report on the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering.
 An update on the entrance rite recommendation for
the roster of Ministers of Word and Service.
 A report from the director for Mission Support.
Mission Support is the financial offering from
congregations shared with synods and the
churchwide organization.
 Reports from the ELCA vice president, treasurer and
secretary and updates from the Conference of
Bishops' various committees.

We pray for our world and those in it with hope
for our future.
Billie Jean Buffaloe, very
close friend of Dan &
Roxie Hayes - tumor in
stomach; Darcee W. –
cancer has returned.
Family of Jack Austin,
who passed away 8/20;
Family of Tom Miller,
friend of Karen Post,
who passed away 8/9;
Camille Morris’s friend,
Brenda Jiggetts – Stage 4 stomach cancer; Lindsay
Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman – health and
healing; Rebecca Swanson’s Niece, Brenna –
premature delivery of Hope Emmaline – 1 lb 9 oz.;
Karen Wright’s mother, Carol Goodford – heart issues;
Elena Cabrera’s daughter, Stephanie; Tess Andrews
brother, David Van Benschoten – multiple myeloma;
Deanna Leuenberger’s sister, Charlene Beno – auto
accident; Jeff Holden’s wife, Christa, and baby, Miller;
Nick Vietri; Dan & Monna Stamm; Dennis King; Shirley
Poole; Larry Watson, Joan Stewart’s son-in-law - ICV
Stroke; Dennis King’s sister, Beverly - several serious
health issues; Holly Hans’ sister, Heather House and
her family; Dr. Steve Rushton, friend of Karen Post lymphoma; Sian McLean, friend of Julia Lochra,
cancer; Paul & Kerri Blanchard’s son, Jason, mental
disability; Fred Whitfield, Amy Macurdy’s step-father,
health issues; Joyce Bredell, breast cancer; Chuck
Wallace, Don Wallace’s nephew, health problems;
Evelyn Peterson, Mary Langworthy’s mom, surgery for
extensive arthritis in lower back; Tom Schmidt,
brother of Mary Langworthy – hospitalized; Becky
Bandy, sister of Mary Langworthy – Crohn’s Disease,
bleeding; Mark Schmidt, brother of Mary Langworthy
– heart attack, blood clot, complications of OWRD;
Cathy LaBianca, Mother-in-law to Mary Langworthy’s
daughter - surgery for burst vertebrae; Christine
Brennecke, alzheimer's disease; Susie, Benjamin and
Bryce Lowe.
Please review this Prayer List and let Laura or Pastor
Wayne know of any which can be deleted,
information updated, or additions to be added.

November
November 2
November 2
November 3
November 5
November 5
November 7
November 8
November 11
November 14
November 15
November 17
November 21
November 22
November 22
November 23
November 24
November 28
November 29

Maddie Terrazas
Carolyn Watkins
Pastor Mike Deal
Michael Eggert
Tess Andrews
Dennis King
Benjamin Gerald Lowe
Jeremy Hans
Mark Macurdy
Paul Savolainen
Ryan Johnson
Kari Britt
Ryan Roof
Bobby Grayson
Brad Hunnicutt
Christopher Hayduk
Don Wallace
Jason Blanchard
Terry Barnes
Lindsay Crocker-Fairchilds

December
December 5
December 7
December 8
December 9
December 14
December 20
December 24
December 26
December 28
December 30

Rebecca Swanson
Amanda Babel
Jim Rebbeor
Lisa Grayson
Neil Brennecke
John Nalepa
Pastor Dave Brooks
John Bergman
Becky Babel
Drew Cook
Karen Wright
Verity Eggert

we love and even if it involves lots of eating or
watching football, we stop to give thanks. I have
never known a household that didn’t offer a heartfelt
prayer of thanks and gratitude on this special day
even if the central part occurs over a meal. It’s
important to remember that being thankful includes
our hearts as well as our actions.
There are no reasons for ingratitude; most of us
are incredibly blessed, regardless of circumstance. As
an extra this Thanksgiving Day, think of someone that
you really care about but seldom see; say a special
prayer of thanks for having them in your life. Then,
thank God for all He has given you. We are blessed.
Everything we want may not be in our homes, bank
accounts, or driveways, but most importantly, we
need to be thankful for what we DO have.

Thanksgiving… It’s All About Gratitude!

Be blessed.
Gale Isaacs

“…give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:18
You know, I think that maybe Thanksgiving is
getting to be the overlooked holiday. We barely get
through Labor Day without seeing pumpkins, ghosts,
witches, and goblins in most stores and media ads.
After that, here comes Black Friday with sales, sales,
sales! Somewhere in between is Thanksgiving which
gets even more overshadowed after Halloween
because then we go straight onto Christmas
decorations (which aren’t necessarily synonymous
with the spirit of Christmas).
Ah, the forgotten acknowledgement of giving
thanks. You see, November at least should focus on
the art of gratitude… being appreciative… grateful…
just because! Because we’re alive, because, with
prayer, we’ve gotten through some really trying times,
illnesses, family issues or what-have-you. Yeah, you
gave thanks then, at that time when whatever
happened turned out to be manageable. Still,
Thanksgiving is not like swapping thanks for favors, titfor-tat. Intuitively, we know it’s God’s will to give
thanks nonetheless, for most of us a reminder is a
good thing. As we go about our busy-ness and
challenges of life, we often forget to be grateful for
our many blessings. Imagine that first observance; it
was all about giving gratitude for survival!
As a general rule, we don’t decorate trees or buy
gifts to draw attention to Thanksgiving. The turkeystuffing-cranberry part is good though because it
brings families and friends together to do something

A meeting of the Altar Guild was held on
Saturday, October 13 in the church library. Linda
Garoutte was welcomed as a new member.
Thank you to Connie Fortmeyer for setting the
altar for Sunday worship and to those helpers in
cleaning up. Thank you to Ginny King for baking bread
again.
The schedule for the year was discussed as was
the setting up for Christmas which will take place on
Sunday the 23rd of December after the Sunday
worship service (4th Sunday in Advent).
Another church year is rapidly coming to a
close. Sunday November 4 we will observe All Saints
Day, a day which commemorates all the baptized
people of God who have died in the faith. A prayer
and candle lighting program will be held during the
service on that day. The liturgical color for All Saint's
day is white. On Sunday November 25, we celebrate
Christ the King Sunday, the sovereignty of the Kingship
of Christ. The liturgical color for this day is white. A
new church year begins on December 4.
~ Carol Wallace

FIRST MAN: A REVIEW
I saw one of my
teacher colleagues and he
said his wife did not like it
because she thought it was
going to be about the
space program more and not just focused on Neil
Armstrong. It is focused on Neil Armstrong, the “First
Man” to walk on the moon, but just by a few minutes.
Buzz Aldrin soon followed.
With focusing on Neil, we got a glimpse of his
family life. I am confident that the people of America,
like me, did not know how greatly Neil Armstrong was
affected by the death of his two year old daughter to
cancer. It showed in a positive light the necessary
close relationships Armstrong had with his astronaut
colleagues. The movie did not gloss over the
tragedies that occurred, especially the one that
happened during training on the ground where three
close friends of Neil died.
Before seeing the movie, I had said that I thought
no such movie was made of him until after he died,
because he would not have wanted the publicity.
That was greatly true. The author of the book on
which the movie was based has expressed how
difficult it was to get any information from Neil
Armstrong.
If I had a critique of it, it would be that there was
too much emphasis on the rough aspects of the
flights. If I experienced anything like what the
astronauts apparently went through each flight, I
would have been submitting my resignation as soon
as the mission was over.
What I liked best about the film was that it took
us to parts of Armstrong’s career which I know I was
not aware of. Anne Marie and I had heard astronaut

Jim Lovell speak at a community college in upstate
New York. He was on Apollo 13 which “had a
problem, Houston.” Through his speech he gave a
“Behind the scenes look at NASA”. He was an
engaging speaker and did not disappoint. “First Man”
also did not disappoint in giving a perspective of NASA
through the eyes of the “First Man”. After his
astronaut career, Neil Armstrong went on to quietly
teach at the University of Cincinnati. However, if I
heard him, I do not think he would have been as
captivating as Jim Lovell. But, that was who he was
and we got a good picture of who he was through the
film.
Armstrong’s two sons gave a warm affirmation of
the way Ryan Gosling captured their father. The
supporting cast was just that “support” because it was
Gosling’s movie. One final affirmation… I thought the
musical score was very appropriate for what the
movie was portraying, not overly dramatic, not too
subdued. “First Man” certainly will not be shown on
our spiritual cinema, but I can recommend it if you
want a realistic portrayal of the First Man to walk on
the moon.
~ Pastor Wayne
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Veteran’s Day – November 11th

9:00 am
Sunday School
Discussion Group (Library)
10:00 am
Worship Service

