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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD 
  

 We begin the season following the 12 days of 
Christmas on Sunday, January 6.  And it ends 
Transfiguration Sunday, March 3, when Jesus goes up 
a mountain with some of His disciples and He is 
transfigured before them.  Epiphany is a revealing of 
the Light of Jesus to the Gentiles as depicted by the 
wise men.  
 The Gospel of Matthew is the only gospel telling 
the story of the wise men and it does so in only 12 
verses, Matthew 2:1-12.  Matthew does not have as 
extensive a birth narrative as Luke.  Chapter 2 of 
Matthew merely says “when Jesus was born, Herod 
was king”.  Wise men come from the east and go to 
Jerusalem and inquire of Herod where the child who 
would be king is, we saw his star (they were famous 
for studying the stars), we want to worship Him.  
Some have called these wise men foreigners or Magi.  
By the 6th century they were considered kings. 
 The prophet Isaiah prophesied this; “Nations and 
kings will come to the light of your dawning day.” 
(Isaiah 60:3)  
 If the wise men came from the east, it could have 
been Persia or perhaps even India.  Wherever they 
originated from, it is thought to be a great distance.   
 Our wonderment is why were the wise men 
included in the narrative about the birth of Jesus?  
They were real, they were scholars who followed the 
stars.  They were people who studied ancient writings.  
However, they also represented all people, rich or 
poor, educated or not, from all parts of the world.  
They came to Jesus in contrast to the shepherds 
indicating Jesus came for all people. 
 Following the star it took the wise men through 
Jerusalem.  It is assumed they headed straight to 
Herod for directions.  Their first question of where this 

king was seemed to be rhetorical to people on their 
way.  Then Herod hears about them, becomes 
concerned because he does not want competition 
from another king, and calls them in and asks them to 
find this king and tell him about him so he too can 
worship him.   
 The star situated itself upon a house and the 
wise men went in with their gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh and knelt down and worshipped Him.  
Trying to associate a meaning with these gifts is 
difficult; gold is equated with wealth, frankincense 
when burnt rises to God and myrrh is a type of 
perfume that Nicodemus brought to anoint Jesus’ 
body after His crucifixion.  
 After the wise men worshipped Jesus and they 
were warned not to go back to Herod, they went back 
home another way.  As followers of Jesus, we too are 
given another “way” to go. As we gather together for 
our annual meeting January 27, may we be guided by 
the Holy Spirit as we determine our way for 2019. 
 

     ~ Pastor Wayne 
 
 



 
From the desk of your congregation council: 
 
 After assisting Christian Education with 
fellowship following the Children’s program, the Lord 
of Life Church Council met for the December monthly 
meeting on December 16th.  Regular business included 
review of committee reports, financial reports, and 
minutes. 
 Council discussed staff compensation for 
2019.  Shannon provided an update that the Mutual 
Ministry group met in November with Pastor, Laura, 
and Brad.  They discussed position descriptions and 
prioritized responsibilities.  Mary mentioned that 
Worship and Music would like to start using 
commercially available bulletin covers. 
 Pastor reported that there are tentatively seven 
new members that will be welcomed the last Sunday 
of December.  Pastor is taking June 2nd off to attend a 
Rotary Convention in Hamburg, Germany.  Council 
discussed a home school group request to gather and 
use our facilities. The Council discussed pros and cons 
of allowing this group to use our facilities.  The 
resulting rejection vote by Council was a result of not 
being able to meet the group’s required needs. 
 On behalf of Social Concerns, Sarah reported 
that all gift requests from the Angel Tree were fulfilled 
and received. The items went to East Garner and 
Creech Road.  Property reported that three HVAC 
units went out this week, and Tim and Dave had 
someone come fix them.  Mary reported that the 
paschal candle is broken. Replacement may be 
financed with Memorial Funds.  Council discussed if / 
how families are notified and thanked for their 
donated Memorial funds. Dave will talk to Laura about 
developing a process.  Men’s Ministry reported a 
successful Christmas party and Oh Holy Night had 15 
folks that attended.  Karen reported that Gray did 
some work updating the website for Parish 
Committee, he is still posting sermons. A Google 
report on website usage showed that there are people 
looking at the site and it is coming up in web searches. 
 Under new business, the Council Nominating 
Committee put forth and Council voted and approved  

 
nominations of Lindsay Crocker, Julie Bogle, and Linda 
Garoutte as candidates for the term 2019-2021.  The 
nominees need to provide their bios for the election 
by 12/30.  Council discussed planning for adverse 
weather given the recent winter storm that canceled 
worship. The plan is to update the phone message so 
folks can call and listen to hear plans, in addition to 
the email notices. A more detailed communication 
plan will be forthcoming. Council discussed asking 
Property how to handle salting the walks and making 
the parking lot accessible as we come into the winter 
season.  Terry Barnes wrote an email to Council about 
losing WiFi connection for the sound system during 
service. Creative Acoustics is the company that 
provided the sound system, and they may be willing 
to assist with resolution.  Council voted to approve 
funds to purchase new equipment to fix the issue. The 
other item that was discussed was upgrading our 
AT&T bundle. Dave will talk to Laura about contacting 
them to see what additional upgrade options are 
available. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Lord of Life Council Members: 

Shannon Thomsen, Lindsay Crocker, Don Craig,  
Karen Post, Mary Cook, Alecia Harrison, 

 Sarah Watkins, Dan Hayes, Becky Babel,  
Dave Hash, and Pastor Dubnansky 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Church Family -- 

 Merry Christmas!  This expression “to make 
merry” means to be joyful, celebrate, and be in 
general good cheer.  And as Christians, our joy comes 
from the birth of the Christ child. 
 Able to Serve also celebrates your love and 
commitment as our partner and church family.  We 
are nervous with anticipation with all that God has 
planned for us in 2019! 

          Carlton McDaniel - Able to Serve 



 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 January will begin the start of a new year for the 
Men’s Group.  As President, I want to thank all of the 
officers and members for their hard work and 
dedication in making this year a very successful one.  I 
feel certain that the new officers will have as equally a 
successful year. 
 The Christmas Party was a huge success.  The 
food was great and the reintroduction of the White 
Elephant Gift Exchange was well received.  Thank you 
David Hash for organizing the event! 
 The O Holy Night event was well attended and the 
participants were not disappointed in the quality of 
the evening.  The Men’s Group was again responsible 
for setting out the lights and preparing the site. 
 We will have the election of officers at our 
January meeting, so I encourage all members to 
attend.  I would also encourage any man not presently 
a member to attend and participate in the fellowship. 
 

John Leuenberger,    
President  

 
 

Thank you to all who have helped make the 
Advent season meaningful.   We have dedicated a new 
Advent wreath in loving memory of Mary Jo Albert.  If 
you haven’t seen it yet I guess you will have to wait 
until next year.    
 Thank you to altar guild members and members 
of the congregation for helping set up the sanctuary 
on Sunday December 23rd for Christmas Eve services.  
To Rebecca for setting the altar for Sunday services in 
December and for having traveled from Wilmington to 
do so.  For all who have donated bread or wine and 
poinsettias for Christmas, THANK YOU! 

 The next meeting of the Altar Guild will be 
Saturday January 12th at 10:00 am  in the church 
library followed by the putting away of the Christmas 
decorations.  After our work is done, a luncheon in the 
fellowship hall will follow.  Members are asked to 
please bring a dish to share. 
 We have entered another new year.  The 
Epiphany of our Lord is celebrated each year on 
January 6.  Epiphany marks the manifestation of Christ 
to the whole world. 
 The wise men now appear at the scene of the 
Nativity.  White is the appointed color for Epiphany, a 
reminder that this is a festival of the light of Christ.  
The first Sunday after the Epiphany is the Baptism of 
Our Lord, in observance of Jesus' baptism by St. John 
the Baptist, in the Jordan River. 
 The altar paraments for the season of Epiphany 
are green, symbol of our growth in knowing Jesus as 
God's Son and Savior of the whole world and all its 
people.*      Happy New Year to all.  

~ Carol Wallace 
 

*S. Anita Stauffer, Altar Guild and Sacristy Handbook 
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Thankful Appreciation from 
Social Concerns Ministry 

 

You crown the year with goodness, and your paths 
drip with abundance  –   (Psalm 65:11) 
 

 To say we’ve had a banner year in 2018 is an 
understatement! We called and you came; we asked 
and you gave; we reached out and you reciprocated! 
Perhaps you gave a chicken, a turkey, or a ham… 
maybe it was a box of rice OR maybe you bought a 
book, or a coat, or a toy! Whatever you did, even if 
you could only support our efforts with good 
thoughts, THANK YOU one and all! 

Continued …



  
 
 
 
 
 
   January 

January 3           Dave Hash  
January  6           Holly Hans 
January  7           Becky Roof 
January 8           Grace Barnes 
January  9          Anne Marie Dubnansky 
January 13          Carol Wallace 
January 14          Jamie Bredell 
                Becky Von St. Paul 
January 15          Rita Clark 
January 18          Gere Savolainen  
January 21          Ryan Macurdy 
January 24          Barbara Kyles 
January 25      Pastor Wayne Dubnansky 

  February 
February 3           Daniel Cook 
February 7          Lisa Hash Burnett 
February 12 Daniel Jordan 
February 15         Clyde Cook 
                     Vince Wright 
February 16        Josh Kestner 
February 17        Antonio (Tony) Smith 
February 21        Patrick Niemann 
February 24 Helen Reeves 
February 29        Paul Blanchard  

 
 
 We pray for our world 
and those in it with hope 
for our future. 
Neal Brennecke, surgery; 
Don Stang, Springbrook 
Rehab; Shirley Poole, 
recently released from 
rehab; Dave Hash – 
healing; Peg Stamp, 

myeloma; Bob Watkins - kidney issues; Don Stang; 
John & Betty Nalepa; Billie Jean Buffaloe, very close 
friend of Dan & Roxie Hayes - tumor in stomach; 
Darcee W. – cancer has returned; Dan Hayes 
neighbor’s son, Fireman Brent Upton, age 35, severe 
liver and esophageal cancer; Marge Rhodes, friend of 

the Phil & Linda Garoutte – cancer with bone 
metastases; Cheri Morton, friend of Nick Vietri – 
surgery; Karen Rodgers – stage 4 cancer; Family of 
Kathleen Dumas and Dan Dumas, Linda Hash’s cousins 
– recently passed away;  Karen Post’s cousin, Mike 
Harris – recurring prostate cancer; Dr. Steve Rushton, 
friend of Karen Post – lymphoma; Camille Morris’s 
friend, Brenda Jiggetts – Stage 4 stomach cancer; 
Lindsay Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman – health 
and healing; Rebecca Swanson’s Niece, Brenna – 
premature delivery of Hope Emmaline – 1 lb 9 oz.; 
Karen Wright’s mother, Carol Goodford – heart issues; 
Tess Andrews brother, David Van Benschoten – 
multiple myeloma; Deanna Leuenberger’s sister, 
Charlene Beno –  auto accident; Steve Klawiter’s 
mother, Marylou – heart failure; Pam Klawiter’s co-
worker, Carolyn Harbertson – breast cancer; Nick 
Vietri; Monna Stamm; Dennis King;  Larry Watson, 
Joan Stewart’s son-in-law - ICV Stroke; Dennis King’s 
sister, Beverly - several serious health issues; Holly 
Hans’ sister, Heather House and her family; Shannon 
Thomsen’s niece, Kylie Gardner – tumors and Turner 
Syndrome; Paul & Kerri Blanchard’s son, Jason, mental 
disability; Fred Whitfield, Amy Macurdy’s step-father, 
health issues; Joyce Bredell, breast cancer; Chuck 
Wallace, Don Wallace’s nephew, health problems; 
Carol Wallace’s sister, Martha – shoulder surgery; 
Evelyn Peterson, Mary Langworthy’s mom, surgery for 
extensive arthritis in lower back; David Andrew Duty, 
son of Mary Langworthy’s friend – spondyloarthritis;  
Becky Bandy, sister of Mary Langworthy – Crohn’s 
Disease, bleeding; Mark Schmidt, brother of Mary 
Langworthy – heart attack, blood clot, complications 
of OWRD; Cathy LaBianca, Mother-in-law to Mary 
Langworthy’s daughter - surgery for burst vertebrae; 
Christine Brennecke, alzheimer's disease; Susie, 
Benjamin and Bryce Lowe. 
 
Please review this Prayer List and let Laura or Pastor 
Wayne know of any updates, deletions, or additions.   
 

Pastor Wayne and His family extend 

thanks for the generosity of the 

congregation in providing a Christmas 

bonus.  If I, Pastor Wayne, do not know 

how to use it, the three females in the 

family can give counsel.  
 



Social Concerns, continued … 
 
 We contributed to the fight against hunger on a 
continuum! We put smiles on the faces of children 
whether it was for back to school supplies or at 
Christmas time…these were gifts you gave. Thanks to 
the drivers who transported your donations on a 
weekly (sometimes twice weekly) basis to Garner Area 
Ministries. 
 Our partnership with the Music and Worship 
Committee sponsored the annual Mary Jo Albert 
Memorial Christmas Concert that had a turnout of 
nearly 50 people in attendance. This is a testament to 
the impact that Mary Jo left; to persons who gather to 
commemorate the occasion, and to the wonderful 
musicians who deliver a masterful program. Social 
Concerns Ministry is looking forward to a bountiful 
year of giving, with your continued rise-to-the-
occasion support. Remember… “No person was ever 
honored for what he received. He was honored for 
what he gave.”  Happy New Year!  

Social Concerns Ministry 

Gale Isaacs and Alecia Harrison, Co-chairs 
Rita Clark, Treasurer 
Helen Holderman, Rotary Liaison 
Carolyn Watkins, Tea Party Sub-chair 
Sarah Watkins, Council representative 
Pastor Wayne, Ex Officio 
Connie Fortmeyer, Emeritus 
Paula Pickler, Emeritus 
 
 

2019:  A Year of Old New Things 
 

 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert -  Isaiah 43:19 
 
 It’s the year two-thousand and nineteen! That in 
itself is mind-blowing… in the face of this brand new 
year, hopefully the spirit of Christmas still lingers. 
After all, entwined in the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus, the Christmas season is also the reason that we 
end the year with new things.  The children got new 
toys and the older kids got new gadgets (still trying to 
figure out how to work them). Not to leave out the 
adults, they got a few new unwanted pounds (a yearly 
side effect), a new calendar on the wall… a new stack 
of bills… AND let’s not forget those new (maybe a few 

recycled from last year) New Year Resolutions! So, you 
see, we all started the year with new things!  
 Everybody likes new things and according to 
Isaiah, so does God by having said, “Do not remember 
the former things or consider the things of old.”  His 
story begins with the creation of the world and ends 
with plans to make a NEW heaven and earth; this was 
a promise of restoration for an even better world! 
God wants us to bring a sense of renewal to our 
ministry for Him; that can be difficult at times. We 
want to hold on to that familiarity to which we are 
accustomed… that with which we are comfortable; we 
all have a certain way of implementing our service to 
Him. In this “newness” of the year we don’t want to 
miss out on the new and potentially exciting things by 
being hesitant to embrace God’s guidance down what 
can appear to be an unfamiliar path. 
 Before us stretches a new year, a new beginning. 
2018 is gone, departed, so the old is past, put away 
forever; 2019 is here, now, new, fresh and innovative!  
God has invited us to forget about all the misgivings 
and fears… all the anxieties of the past… all the 
resentments we have been holding against others… all 
the grudges and all the criticisms. He wants us to put 
them away (completely eliminate if possible) and 
begin again. So, in the spirit of the newness of old 
things, let’s simply ‘let go, and let God!’ How do you 
choose to live in this New Year?  Be ever blessed!  
 

~ Gale J. Isaacs 
 

 



GREEN BOOK:  A REVIEW 
 
 
 
 If you have not seen 
the movie “Green Book” 
yet, I will definitely include 
it in our list of movies for 
the Lord of Life 2019 
Spiritual Cinema series.  

Even before the main characters, Tony and Dr. 
Shirley, the way the Italian neighborhood in 
Brooklyn is portrayed in the 60’s is worth the price 
of admission. 
 The two main characters are Tony “Lip” 
Vallelonga, an Italian-American bouncer, and Dr. 
Donald Shirley, a world-renowned pianist born of 
Jamaican parents, who had doctoral degrees in 
Music, Liturgical music, and psychology, and speaks 
5 languages.  There could not be two people any 
more different. Dr. Shirley lives above Carnegie Hall 
and Tony lives with his wife and two boys in “Little 
Italy” in Brooklyn.   
 Dr. Shirley decided in the early 60’s to tour the 
South.  He hired Tony Vallelonga, a nightclub 
bouncer, to be his driver.  Their relationship starts 
off very slowly but turns into a friendship with both 
of them leaning on one another and bringing 
insight to each other about who they are as they 
are on the tour. 
 The two men who were Shirley’s accompanists 
on the tour were even slower to warm up to Tony 
than Shirley was, but eventually help him 
understand the reason for Shirley deciding to tour 
the South.  And the actors who played them, 
Sebastian Maniscalco and Dimiter Marinov, played  
it well.  Additionally, Linda Cardellina, who plays 
Tony’s patient wife, who allows him to go on this 
unusual journey, was just right in playing a loving 
wife who also embraces Dr. Shirley. 
 Look for some of the “side features” - Tony 
eating pimento cheese for the first time in the 
South; Tony writing to his wife faithfully.  The time 
spent in Raleigh was brief so don’t miss it.  
 “Green Book” is a  book written by Victor Hugo 
Green during the Jim Crow South era in order to 
help African-Americans find places to welcome 
them during the great northern migration as 
highlighted in the book, “The Warmth of Other 
Suns” which some of us have read.   
 

  
 
 With the understanding that some of the 
scenes are most likely pure Hollywood, I still highly 
recommend “Green Book” the movie.  However, it 
is no surprise that it is not a “family” movie 
because of some scenes of violence and difficult 
subject matter.  
                                                    ~ Pastor Wayne 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Human Trafficking Awareness History 

 Human Trafficking Awareness Day is dedicated to 
raising awareness of sexual slavery and human 
trafficking worldwide.  Today, there are between 21-
30 million people enslaved in the world, more than at 
any time in human history.  Every day, modern slavery 
can be recognized: children become soldiers, young 
women are forced into prostitution, and migrant 
workers exploited in the workforce.  Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day seeks to end this slavery, 
return rights to individuals and make the world a safer 
place for all inhabitants.  
 Human Trafficking Awareness Day started in 
2007, when the U.S. Senate designated January 11th  
as National Human Trafficking Awareness Day in the 
hopes of raising awareness to combat human 
trafficking.  It began as a U.S. initiative, and the United 
Nations has started to highlight this topic and work 
towards global awareness with days such as 
International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. 

https://www.wincalendar.com/International-Day-Abolition-Slavery
https://www.wincalendar.com/Universal-Childrens-Day
https://www.wincalendar.com/International-Migrants-Day
https://www.wincalendar.com/International-Migrants-Day
https://www.wincalendar.com/United-Nations-Day
https://www.wincalendar.com/United-Nations-Day


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

      
  
 

1 
 

2      
      NO Rotary 

 

 

  7:30  NO Choir   

           Practice 

         TONIGHT 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
   Epiphany of  
     Our Lord 
 
  9 am  Sunday 
               School 
 10 am  Worship 
 

7 

National 

Bobble-Head 

Day 

8 
 

9  7am  Rotary 

 

Law 

Enforcement 

Appreciation 

Day 

 

  7:30  Choir   

           Practice 

10 
 

11 

Human 

Trafficking 

Awareness 

Day 

12 
 

13 
   Baptism  of 
     Our Lord 
 
  9 am Sunday 
            School 
 10 am  Worship 
 11:30  Council 
            Meeting 

14 
 

15   7pm 

Inspirational 

 

16   
     7am  Rotary 

  

 

 

  7:30  Choir   

           Practice 

17 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 6:30 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
  2

nd
  Sunday  

   After Epiphany 
 
  9am Sunday 
             School 
 10am  Worship 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
       7 am  Rotary 

         

   

   7:30  Choir   

           Practice 

24     
          

National 

Peanut 

Butter Day 

 

 

25 
 

26 

27 
  3rd

  Sunday  
   After Epiphany 
 
  9am Sunday 
             School 
 10am  Worship 
 11:30  Annual  
            Meeting 

28 29 30 
     7am  Rotary 

  

 

 

  7:30  Choir   

           Practice 

31 
11:30 Angie’s Place 
 

  



Pastor Wayne Dubnansky 
Minister of Music .................... Dr. Brad Hunnicutt 
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Web Master .................................... Gray Anthony 
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Don Craig ....................................... Vice President 
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Tess Andrews ............................ Deputy Treasurer 
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Mary Cook, Alecia Harrison, Karen Post, 
Sarah Watkins, and Dan Hayes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 am 
Sunday School 

Discussion Group (Library) 
10:00 am 

Worship Service 
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