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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD
The Roman Catholic Church canonized 5 saints as
we approach all saints Sunday on November 3rd. The
only one I am familiar with is John Henry Newman.
Many college catholic centers are named after him.
Also I knew him to be quite a presence in England. He
was a writer and poet in the mid 19th century.
Giuseppina Vannini lived at the end of the 19th
century establishing the Daughters of Saint Camillus.
She and her two sisters were orphans raised by sisters
of the Catholic Church. She lived a life of “heroic
virtue” (a phrase coined by St. Augustine) in Italy
working for the poor.
Mariam Thresia Chiramel Mankidiyan lived her
life in India. The founder of the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Holy Family, Mariam was known for
receiving visions and ecstasies. And, in company with
St. Francis, received the stigmata, a mark on her body
similar to wounds Jesus received during His
crucifixion, which she kept well-guarded.
Dulce Lopes Pontes was a Brazilian Franciscan
who worked with the poorest of the poor in Brazil
beginning in 1949, establishing the Foundation of the
Charitable Works of Sister Dulce. She started off
working with the poor in the convent’s chicken yard
and established medical facilities and schools for the
poor. When she died in 1992, she had established
one of the largest philanthropic organizations in Brazil,
and had been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.
Marguerite Bays was a lay Franciscan who was a
seamstress and mystic. From early in her life she
would wash and mend the clothes of the poor and
carry milk and bread to them as well. She too had a
stigmata, a sign of Christ’s crucifixion like St. Francis.

She lived and died in Switzerland at the relatively
young age of 63.
It is my understanding that all saints need to have
verifiable proof of two miracles linked to them, often
praying to them after their deaths and receiving a
miracle of healing as a result of that prayer. However,
they did so much more serving God’s marginalized
poverty-stricken people. We join people throughout
the world rejoicing and giving thanks to God for their
lives.
This emphasizes again to us that all Christians are
saints, called to be holy and set apart to be in service to
the Church - God’s both churched and non-churched;
thereby making a difference in the world.
~ Pastor Wayne

Social
Concerns

as well as day-to-day groceries. However, it all comes
down to ‘please give whatever you can’; we aren’t
being picky and it will be used! Write-ups continue to
be listed in the weekly email. May blessings abound in
your life as you pave a way in the lives of others.

Ministry

Practicing the Joy of Giving
You will be enriched in every way for your
great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us;
--- 2 Corinthians 9:11
With today’s economy and social conditions, it
can be problematic for even the most faithful
congregant to respond to the ongoing requests to give
via our Social Concerns Ministry…. but you do… over,
and over, again! Thank you all! Thank you for being
continually ready to help us meet the established
goals dictated by the kind of total community
outreach in which we engage.

We have reexamined the process by which we
allocate our Christmas giving by way of the Angel Tree
project. The four schools that we support will share
benefits equally so that we will be able to allocate the
Angel Tree gift donations to additional children or
utilize an Adopt-a-Family system for single parent
households. With our help, the family will have a
Merry-er Christmas. Donations for the Angel Tree will
run from November 10th to December 8th.

We supported the recent hurricane ravaged
areas through the Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund and
Samaritan’s Purse. Let’s not forget to use our
overflowing generosity to contribute to the holiday
food initiative for Garner Area Ministries. They need
traditional Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner fixin’s

The Fourth Annual Mary Jo Albert Memorial
Christmas Concert is scheduled for Monday,
December 9th at 7:00 in the evening. Please join the
church family for wonderful seasonal music as we
remember one of the most kind, generous, and
helpful persons to grace this congregation. Mary Jo
served as chairman of this Social Concerns Ministry for
many years, even through the initial phases of her
illness. She continues to be missed.
Blessings,
Alecia Harrison and Gale Isaacs
Co-Chairs, Social Concerns Committee

A successful Altar guild meeting was held on
Saturday, October 5th in the church library. Several of
the members repaired a few of the banners after the
meeting.
The next gathering of Altar Guild members will be
on Monday, December 23rd to decorate the church for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Service. The Chrismon
tree will be put up along with other decorations on
December 7th at 10:00 am. Anyone willing to help is
more than appreciated.
Thank you to Helen Holderman for setting the
altar for the month of October.
Donations of wine and bakers of bread are always
appreciated.
~ Carol Wallace
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Tue
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Pastor Wayne’s list of most important events in the history of
Christianity:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Jesus Resurrection from the dead
The Birth of the Church: Pentecost
Council of Nicea
Split between the Roman Churches and the Orthodox Churches
(East/West)
5. Translations of the Bible from Latin
6. The Reformation
7. 2nd Vatican Council
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MY PEOPLE, MY COUNTRY: MORE THAN A REVIEW
“My People, My Country” is a Chinese film
featuring 7 short segments based on historic events
that I feel the Chinese people would be proud of. The
first segment is set in 1949, focusing on an engineer
tasked with hoisting the new Chinese flag
automatically. It is comical because it was such a big
deal. The second segment was the 1964 work on
China’s first atomic bomb. The third segment was the
1984 Women’s World Championship. The fourth
segment was the turning over of Hong Kong to China
from Great Britain. The fifth segment was the 2008
Summer Olympics in Beijing. The sixth segment was
the 2016 landing of the manned Shenzou 11 on a flat
plain in Mongolia. The seventh segment features a
top female fighter pilot who helps her fellow pilots
accomplish a smooth aerial performance at a military
parade celebrating China’s victory in the 2nd SinoJapanese War.

Now I would not encourage any of you to see
this film unless you have a familial connection to
China as our family does through Jean Marie, or you
have been to China, or want to think about what we
Americans would put forward as seven important
events in our history as I did after watching “My
People, My Country.”
So, here is my list of the seven most important
events in America’s history (realize I did not give much
thought to this so tomorrow this list could change).
1. Ratification of the Constitution
2. Lewis and Clark Expedition
3. Invention of the light bulb which led to the
development of electricity
4. Establishment of the United Nations
5. Civil Rights Movement: Civil Rights Act of 1964
6. Moon Landing
7. First African/American President of the United
States
You can formulate your own if you want, but I
thought it might be more interesting for us to come
up with our own lists of the seven most important
events in the history of Christianity. My list is located
elsewhere in this newsletter.
~ Pastor Wayne

Lord of Life Council
Air Conditioning
In late September we had three air conditioning units
stolen from the walled in area behind the church
building. Our property committee has been working
with insurance and HVAC contractors to have them
replaced. The work is being planned and we will keep
you posted. Thankfully it has gotten cooler for now.
Thanks for your patience.
Lord of Life Council
As the year ends council is beginning plans for this
year’s election. As I mentioned last month, the
Congregation elects three new members to three year
terms. If you are interested in becoming a member of
the 2020-2022 LOL Council, please let one of us know.
Fellowship Chairs:
We have collected about half the money for the
chairs. We continue to seek contributions if you wish;
the cost was about $32/chair. Any amount will help
just mark your check or envelope so we count it
correctly. Thanks for your continued support.
Yours in Christ,
Lord of Life Council Members,
Don Craig, Alecia Harrison, Lindsay Crocker, Shannon
Thomsen, Sarah Watkins, Dave Hash, Dan Hayes, Julie
Bogle, Linda Garoutte, and Wayne Dubnansky, Pastor

Men’s Club members enjoyed a great Octoberfest
dinner at their October meeting, and the 12 men
present also enjoyed some good fellowship. Tim Clark
reported that the patio area by the Agape dining hall
sponsored by the Swanson Family in memory of John
has been completed, and that three memorial bricks
have been ordered by the Club to honor John Swanson
for all of the volunteer work that he did over the years
for Camp Agape, for Herb Liebsch who left a nice
contribution to Camp Agape from his estate, and for
Don Wallace who installed lots of carpet over the years
in the Camp Agape facilities. Those bricks will be
installed in the Swanson Patio in the near future.
A cross was presented to Alice Austin in memory
of Jack at the LOL worship service on September 29th by
the Men’s Club, and an identical cross has been placed
on the wall by the church office. Crosses are currently
under construction for the memory of Don Stang.
We will hold our next monthly Men’s Club meeting
on Friday, November 1st at 7 pm and all of the men in
the congregation are invited. Ken Fillingim will be
providing the main course. Wives and other women
who are interested can join the “Meet and Eat Group”
and go out to one of the local restaurants while the
men are having their dinner meeting.
The Club will hold its Annual Christmas Dinner for
the congregation on Friday, December 6th at 7:00 pm.
All adult members of the congregation are invited to
attend. Club members will provide roast turkeys with
dressing, ham, mashed potatoes, candied yams, cranberry sauce, and green bean or other casseroles, and
wine. The congregation is asked to provide desserts
and/or other specialty Christmas type dishes. Dave
Hash will again lead a White Elephant Exchange. Please
keep the cost of your exchange gifts at or below $10.
O Holy Night at Camp Agape: Dave Hash has
purchased 40 tickets for the Club for the 2nd session of
O Holy Night at 7:15 p.m. on Saturday, December 14th.
Pastor Wayne will be driving the church bus to Camp
Agape leaving at 6 pm. There is a sign-up sheet for the
bus on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. See
Dave for tickets. If you want to reimburse the Club, the
ticket cost is $13 each.
Gerry Havenstein, Secretary

Thanks… For Being You
Okay, it’s time for Thanksgiving to roll back
around… time to catch up on those “thanks” that
we’ve sorta neglected heretofore this year. No, I
don’t mean the thanks that we offer during worship
for God’s Grace, or for our health & well-being, or for
our livelihood… nope, we do that quite well. I’m also
not extolling the Thanksgiving holiday as a segue to
Christmas. You see, I got to thinking about the huge
Thanksgiving Day dinner gatherings that are coming
our way and that glorious, heartfelt, blessing of the
food as we sit surrounded by family and friends. Of
course, at some point we are prone to chit-chat about
all the obvious things that we take for granted… the
‘things’ for which we are thankful. You know… the
job, the house, the finances, etc.
I guess my position about this year’s designated
season of thanks centers around the idea that while
we are thankful for all of our things, we sometimes
forget to be outright thankful for perhaps the most
important blessing that God bestows upon us…
people! I doubt that one can imagine, even remotely,
how meaningless, pointless, and empty our lives
would be without our relationships. Our peopleassociations influence us in some way… good, or not
so good, we can be thankful! A short while ago I saw
a placard that read “I am thankful for all those difficult
people in my life; they have shown me exactly who I
do not want to be.”
Sooo, then, every relationship is a blessing!

I know we’re all thankful --- it’s just that we fail
to give prayerful voice to our thankfulness for the
people who visit our lives… some for a short while…
some for a long while… and some we thought would
never leave! They all contribute to our lives whether
it be emotional or spiritual; they offer new
experiences and things we’ve never done… they make
us happy; they’re fun!
I’ve pretty much always had a mental ‘people-tobe-thankful-for’ list. As I listened to a little person say
his very long prayers, wherein he seemingly named
everyone he knows (church, school, piano, home), I
decided that I can do better. I enjoy the reciprocity of
tête-à-tête and now I am thankful for it as well. I am
especially thankful that my undergraduate advisor
was in my life; she shaped me in ways that she never
knew (nor probably intended!). In moments of
reflection, I see her in my adult self… in demeanor,
teaching style, and attitude; I feel blessed. Paul said it
best, “I thank my God every time I remember you,
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers
for all of you”, Philippians 1:3-4.
Whether it be for a reason or a season, we can
be thankful for the people God places in our lives…
maybe they need us, and we are able to help, or
perhaps it is we who need a bit of enlightenment and
they provide it. These aren’t quid pro quo situations;
these are simply another one of the ways that God, in
His infinite wisdom, blesses us beyond measure.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his
benefits… Psalm 103:2.
Be blessed.
Gale J. Isaacs

PLEASE review this Prayer List and let Laura
or Pastor Wayne know of any updates,
deletions, or additions.

We pray for our world and
those in it with hope for our
future.
Dennis King; Carol Wallace;
Shirley Poole; John & Betty
Nalepa; Monna Stamm; Nick
Vietri; Peg Stamp, myeloma;
Bob Watkins - kidney issues;
Jerry Hart’s mom, Ruby – bad
fall; Tess Andrews brother, David Van Benschoten –
multiple myeloma; Marge Rhodes, friend of the Phil &
Linda Garoutte – cancer with bone metastases;
Darcee W. – cancer has returned; Karen Rodgers –
stage 4 cancer; Karen Post’s friend, Sandy Murphy;
Karen Post’s cousin, Mike Harris – recurring prostate
cancer; Dr. Steve Rushton, friend of Karen Post –
lymphoma; Lindsay Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman
– health and healing; Karen Wright’s mother, Carol
Goodford – heart issues; Steve Klawiter’s mother,
Marylou – heart failure; Pam Klawiter’s co-worker,
Carolyn Harbertson – breast cancer; Larry Watson,
Joan Stewart’s son-in-law - ICV Stroke; Dennis King’s
sister, Beverly - several
serious health issues; Holly
Hans’ sister, Heather
House and her family;
Shannon Thomsen’s niece,
Kylie Gardner – tumors
and Turner Syndrome;
Paul & Kerri Blanchard’s
son, Jason, mental
disability; Fred Whitfield,
Amy Macurdy’s step-father, health issues; Joyce
Bredell, breast cancer; Chuck Wallace, Don Wallace’s
nephew, health problems; Carol Wallace’s sister,
Martha – shoulder surgery; Evelyn Peterson, Mary
Langworthy’s mom, surgery for extensive arthritis in
lower back; David Andrew Duty, son of Mary
Langworthy’s friend – spondyloarthritis; Becky Bandy,
sister of Mary Langworthy – Crohn’s Disease,
bleeding; Mark Schmidt, brother of Mary Langworthy
– heart attack, blood clot, complications of OWRD;

Christine Brennecke, Alzheimer's disease; Susie,
Benjamin and Bryce Lowe.

November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November

2
2
3
4
5
5
7

November 8
November 11
November 15
November 17
November 21
November 22
November 22
November 23
November 24
November 28
November 29

Maddie Terrazas
Carolyn Watkins
Pastor Mike Deal
Paul Savolainen
Michael Eggert
Tess Andrews
Dennis King
Benjamin Gerald Lowe
Jeremy Hans
Mark Macurdy
Ryan Johnson
Kari Britt
Ryan Roof
Bobby Grayson
Brad Hunnicutt
Christopher Hayduk
Don Wallace
Jason Blanchard
Terry Barnes
Lindsay Crocker

December
December 5
December 7
December 8
December 9
December 14
December 20
December 26
December 28
December 30

Rebecca Swanson
Amanda Babel
Jim Rebbeor
Lisa Grayson
Neil Brennecke
John Nalepa
Pastor Dave Brooks
Becky Babel
Drew Cook
Karen Wright
Verity Eggert

Please let Laura know of any Birthdays that
need to be added!
Thank you!!

