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It's Super Bowl Time Again! 

The BIG game is on Sunday, 

February 7th when the 

  Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

                    & 

     Kansas City Chiefs 

will meet in Tampa. 

 

You can join in the fun in a very special way that helps our 

community more than you will ever know!  Please continue 

to bring your food offerings to place in the basket in the 

Narthex for Garner Area Ministry.  Anything is GREATLY 

appreciated! 

Especially during the pandemic, the needs are intense.  

Please prayerfully consider donating canned goods, 

especially soup, during the month of February. 
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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 
 

February 14th is Transfiguration Sunday, the Last 
Sunday in the season of Epiphany. 

It is the day we observe when Christ went up a 
mountain and was transfigured.  He was changed.  

Our last “normal” worship in the sanctuary due to 
the Coronavirus was March 15th, and then we were 
changed.  We have not changed in “what” we do as a 
church, but we have changed in “how” we do it. 

We continue to make regular worship available.  
How we did it up till December was to make use of 
our outdoor worship space.  Starting in December we 
have instituted two worship times in the sanctuary for 
in-person worship with appropriately marked out 
seating areas.  As such, we follow the Covid-19 
guidelines of 10 person capacity for the worships and 
for any group setting.  Hence, I ask that anyone 
wishing to worship either at 10 or 11 am please let me 
know.  Similarly, Ash Wednesday is February 17th, and 
I ask you to let me know if you plan to attend.  
Individual packets of ashes and communion elements 
will be on the table in the sanctuary to pick up.  If the 
Covid-19 capacity is still 10 people, and we exceed 
that for the 7 pm worship, an additional worship will 
also take place at 6 pm.  Midweek Lenten worships 
will be live streamed at 7 pm Wednesdays.  The 
Garner Breakfast Rotary is following the same 
guidelines which has resulted in them meeting only 
virtually.  We continue to live stream our 10 am 
worship and soon there will be a link on our website 
to view the worship on YouTube.  

WHAT we have done always, we will continue to 
do.  As a result, I feel we have been reaching more 
people with the unique ways we are worshipping - 
Live-stream worship, two in-person worships in the 

sanctuary, outdoor worships during favorable 
weather.  HOW we do worship may be different, but 
we do it in a way to keep all of us safe. 

You might ask, what about our education 
programs?  We are daily receiving reflections on the 
Psalm from the previous week.  In the Parade Section 
of the Sunday News and Observer, Denzel Washington 
was featured on the inside page, and he says he reads 
his bible every day.  He might have something there 
for us to ponder. 

Perhaps we could add on to the three W’s.  Wear, 
Wash, Wait, and WONDER.  Wonder about God’s 
Wonderful Grace and Love.  Wonder “what wondrous 
love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the 
dreadful curse for my soul.”  (Hymn 666, LBW “What 
Wondrous Love Is This”)  Wonder about new and 
unique ways that we can remain in a right relationship 
with God, that we remain righteous. 

May God’s Wondrous Love continue to keep us 
safe in God’s Care. 

~ Pastor Wayne 



 

From the Desk of  
Your Council President   
 

Your Church Council continues to meet monthly 
and are working hard for you.  But thank you to our 
awesome Congregation, we are able to pay our bills 
AND still have money in the bank.  Thank you for your 
faithful contributions and prayers!!!! 

We do recognize the need for online giving and 
are still working out the details of that process.  You 
may mail your contribution envelope to the church 
(the address is already on the envelope).  Or you can 
drop the envelope off at church.  Pastor is usually at 
the church sometime each day; Laura typically works 
in the afternoon.  And you still can give online through 
the NC Synod, although it requires a few steps.  Go to 

the NCLutheran.org website,  "Donate",  "Where 
needed most", and write in the text box, "Lord of Life, 
Garner".  When I tried it, the church received a check 
from the Synod in about 2 weeks. 

Fortunately some of the Congregation are starting 
to get their Covid vaccine, but it still seems months 
away before we will be able to gather normally for 
worship and several weeks after that before enough 
people feel comfortable to gather inside with people 
"outside your bubble" (those that you regularly spend 
time with).  With that being said, we will continue to 
postpone the Annual Congregational meeting and 
votes for new Council members, the budget and the 

two big spending projects  kitchen renovation and 
sanctuary camera enhancement.  We are however, 
trying to get out our printed Annual Report.  It should 
be available in the next few weeks. 

I am concerned about HOW to ensure that all 
members of the Congregation are staying informed 
and connected with Lord of Life.  If you have any ideas 
on HOW to make this happen, I AM LISTENING!!! 

Pastor Wayne has done an excellent job stepping 
up to the challenge of keeping the Congregation 
engaged.  A year ago, he had no idea how to live 
stream a worship service!  And he continues to send 
daily scripture passages with inspirational words.  We 
are fortunate that our online attendance is 

consistently HIGH!  What a blessing!  We have people 
that used to attend church with us watching weekly! 

We continue to have two worship services each 
Sunday.  As soon as the weather allows, the 11 am 
service will return to the Outdoor Worship Space.  
And Pastor is hopeful that much of our Easter Services 
will be outside, weather permitting of course! 

The Property Committee continues to stay vigilant 
with their "To Do" list which seems to never quite get 
done.  We were able to repair another HVAC unit 
recently and plan to remove more trees from around 
the Sanctuary. 

"The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it." 

Genesis 2:15, NIV. 

We don't quite live in the Garden of Eden but we 
are called to take care of our church. 

"They are to take care of all the furnishings of the 
tent of meeting, fulfilling the obligations of the 
Israelites by doing the work of the tabernacle" 

Numbers 3:8, NIV 
 

Blessings, 
Alecia Harrison 

Council President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Social Concerns Committee is once again 

gathering new or gently used books for the Wake Up 
and Read book drive!  We will be collecting books in 
the Narthex from NOW until February 14th.  The goal 
is for each child in Wake County to have books of their 
own!  If you have many siblings then you understand 
about sharing and someone tearing up something you 
really love! 

Bring your books today! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
‘If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and 

are unable to support themselves among you, help 
them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they 
can continue to live among you"  Leviticus 25:35, NIV. 

 
We continue to have monthly hybrid meetings 

where in person and Zoom attendance is accepted.  
We continue to be funded by the Morning Rotary 
club.  Thank you!!!  And we continue to assess the 
needs of the community and try to meet those needs 
as we are able.  The Rotary will continue to meet 
virtually until the Governor lifts the guidance of no 
more than 10 person limit inside a room. 

This month, we decided to send money to ELCA 
World Hunger.  Typically, we collect money from the 
Lent and Advent simple suppers to send to ELCA 
World Hunger.  Neither of these simple suppers 
occurred this year due to Covid. 

We also sent a donation to Special Olympics and 
the Raleigh-Wake Homelessness program. 

We had such a positive response with our Holiday 
Cheer family this year, that we decided to continue to 
support them throughout the year.  We will send a 
$25 gift card to the family quarterly to let them know 
that we are still thinking about them and praying for 
them. 

We again will participate in the Wake Up and Read 
book drive.  The goal of this program is to give each 
elementary student in Wake County 3 books that they 
can keep (forever).  We will be collecting books in the 
narthex until February 14th. 

And just for fun, whether you are a Buccaneer or a 
Chief, we are collecting soup and other items for the 
SOUP-er Bowl.  We will present all the gathered 
donations to Garner Area Ministries for use in their 
Food Pantry.  As an aside, beef stew is always a 
popular choice for the people "shopping" in the Food 
Pantry.  Lord of Life continues to be a leader in pounds 

of donations.  We have consistently donated over 100 
pounds of food each month for the past year.  
Thanks!!! 

Camp Agape is optimistically planning to return to 
CAMP this year.  Applications are available and an 
abbreviated scholarship form has been developed.  
Please let any member of Social Concerns know if you 
are interested in applying for a scholarship. 

Thank you for your continued support of our many 
outreach projects! 

 
Alecia Harrison and Gale Isaacs 

Co-Chairs Social Concerns Committee 
 
 

 
 
Although we had an unusual start to the new 

church year due to the pandemic, the Altar Guild is 
operating on an as needed schedule. 

The church year is a wonderful way we recall and 
celebrate the mighty acts of God.  The first part of the 
year is the festival half and consists of Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany, then Lent with Ash 
Wednesday, Easter and Pentecost.  The second half is 
a more ordinary time, the Holy Trinity. 

We are happy to welcome two new members to 
the Altar Guild:  Kathi Tichansky and Sylvia Lambert. 

We appreciate all the help we have received 
during and after the holidays, especially from Don 
Wallace, Pastor Wayne, Helen and new member Sylvia 
Lambert. 

Happy New Year and a Blessed 2021 to all! 
 

Stay well and safe, 
Ginny King 

 



 
There’s Always a Good Reason to Sing! 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, 
 though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea...” 
--- Psalm 46 

 
What a glorious day it is outside... the greatest 

thing is about today is that it's today and we are alive 
in it!  I don’t know about you, but it has felt for a 
little while now like the mountains are shaking, 
and for sure, the earth is changing.  I don’t think 
we will be the same after this.  Frankly, I hope we 
aren’t.  I am comforted by the reminder that God 
is still here and equally as important, God is a 
very present help in [all] times. 

I’m not speaking metaphorically about the state of 
our political system (at the moment), however, it 
appears that Psalm 2 does put forth our earthly 
description of nations and governments by averring:  

Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples 
plot in vain?  The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel 

together, against the LORD and his anointed, 
saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds asunder, and 

cast their cords from us.’ 

The Psalmist offers that the center for all hope and 
justice is to pray for the rulers.  It’s true that mixing 
politics and religion has caused some rather nasty 
consequences (crusades, inquisitions, witch hunts, 
genocide, and such) but, prayer and Christian 
fellowship aren’t meant to be stained by politics.  Living 
with integrity means we have to combine the two 

without allowing one to corrupt the other.  Many find 
this a difficult task, so the safest way to combine them 
seems to be through prayer and, yes, unfortunately, 
there are those who are prayer-less... let’s pray for 
them. 

There’s always a good reason to sing!  Take the 
hymn “God of our Fathers Whose Almighty Hand” 
which was written by Daniel C. Roberts in 1876 in 
opposition to slavery... you know the tune, so now 
sing the lines, “Thy true religion in our hearts increase.  
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.”  It could 
have been written today and it can be sung every day!  
We all know that the people we elect to be leaders 
have great influence on our freedoms.  They can 
choose to protect our right to worship and spread the 
gospel, or they can restrict those rights.  They can lead 
our nation toward righteousness or toward moral 
disaster.  We must choose to live with integrity... 
politics and religion without corruption! 

So even in these less-than-optimal-times there is 
still a good reason to sing.  I watched a news snippet 
interview over the weekend wherein a 93 years old 
lady told why she doesn’t mind having to wait to get a 
vaccine appointment.  She seemed rather exasperated 
as she explained that, while these certainly were 
‘difficult’ times, she had experienced ‘hard’ times and 
lived through a plague so why all the fuss now?  I 
suppose that it’s all relative because right now I take 
great comfort in knowing that we wear masks to 
protect each other, we are as sheltered as can be in 
our own homes, we offer private prayers for all of us 
Lord of Lifers, and as we sing in our personal music-
making utopias, we do our best to remember that “He 
shall reign forever and ever...”  There’s always a good 
reason to sing! Be blessed! 

Be blessed. 
Gale J. Isaacs 

 
 



 

The Professor and the Madman:  A Review 

 
We live during a period of time when we have had 

at our fingertips dictionaries.  Of course, the favorite 
of young college term paper writers would be the 
Thesaurus because you could readily find synonyms in 
order to give the appearance of having a vast 
vocabulary at your disposal.  “The Professor and The 
Madman” tells the actual story of how the first English 
“dictionary” came to be. 

The film begins with Dr. James Murray being 
commissioned by some “esteemed English 
gentlemen” to put together a vast book of all the 
words used in the English language. 

This occurs in the mid-19th century.  He wisely 
understands he will need “lay” help, so he sends out 
word to the general population to merely send in 
words and, as you would guess his team begins the 
overwhelming task of sorting with simple bulletin 
board style efficiency. 

He expected a vast outpouring of vocabulary, but 
he did not expect to receive them from an American 
immigrant, Dr. William Minor, a resident of a criminal 
lunatic asylum, who became his greatest contributor 
by far, upwards of 10,000 words.  Dr. Minor was a 
troubled, paranoid man who happened to kill the 
wrong person which resulted in his committal to the 
asylum.  He was paranoid and wanted to kill the 
person “following” him, which he didn’t.

 
There are several aspects of the film to like.  First 

of all, the manner in which the downtrodden, 
Dr. Minor, can still be a very important part of 
something.  That happened because the professor 
accepted the madman, eventually becoming friends 
with him - warts and all - for the tremendous gift he 
had.  I think by now you know who the professor is 
(played by Mel Gibson), and who the madman is 
(played by Sean Penn).  The film is about relationships 
and more than just the professor and the madman.  I 
do not want to divulge too much so as not to reveal 
any spoilers.  Nonetheless, love is central to the 
actions taken by the characters in the film.  A brief 
note becomes a side story, “If love, then what” which 
reveals a unique, sometimes hidden, spirituality which 
underlies the characters with a few biblical quotes 
sparsely interjected as well. 

Women, although not main characters, play 
important roles in the events depicted in the film. 

One aspect not to forget is forgiveness, also front 
and center in the film. 

This is an unusual story with usually ordinary 
characters.  If you decide to watch it, remain to the 
end and get a brief history lesson of the first English 
dictionary. If you do watch it, I would like to hear what 
you thought of it. 

~ Pastor Wayne 



We pray for our world and those 
in it with hope for our future. 

 
    Dave Hash; Ken Fillingim; 

Ingrid Albee, long-time friend of 
the Dubnansky’’s; Roger Baker; 
Vivian Sagan; Lora Clark’s friend, 
Rebecca Bowman, breast cancer; 
Sheryll Albert’s father, John Pope, 

and his wife, Barbara Pope; Kevin & his family, stage 4 
cancer; Julie Roeser’s brother, Paul Panek; Sarah 
Watkins, as she looks for a new career opportunity; 
Dennis King, prayer of thanks for improvement; Dennis 
King’s sister, Beverly, several serious health issues; 
Shirley Poole; Peg Stamp, myeloma & back surgery; Eric 
Roeser, rotator cuff surgery; Julie Roeser, eye surgery; 
Alice Austin’s friend, Kathy Koonce, brain tumor; Julia 
Lochra’s cousin, Les Salmon, 3rd spinal surgery; Tess 
Andrews brother, David Van Benschoten, multiple 
myeloma; Karen Rodgers, stage 4 cancer; Karen Post’s 
friends: Blanca Hernandez, ovarian mass; Dr. Steve 
Rushton, lymphoma; and Sandy Murphy; Karen Post’s 
cousin, Mike Harris – recurring prostate cancer; Lindsay 
Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman, health and healing; 
Karen Wright’s mother, Carol Goodford,  heart issues; 
Pam Klawiter’s co-worker, Carolyn Harbertson, breast 
cancer; Larry Watson, Joan Stewart’s son-in-law, ICV 
Stroke; Holly Hans’ sister, Heather House and her 
family; Holly Hans’ 
mother, Carol Hardy; 
Shannon Thomsen’s 
niece, Kylie Gardner,  
tumors and Turner 
Syndrome; Paul & Kerri 
Blanchard’s son, Jason, 
mental disability; 
Chuck Wallace, Don 
Wallace’s nephew, health problems; Mary 
Langworthy’s son Kyle’s Father in Law, Jim Jackson, 
Multiple Myeloma; Mary Langworthy’s nephew, Blake 
Evans, Chron’s disease, surgery for severe fistulas and 
going through a bad divorce/child custody battle; 
Christine Brennecke - Corticobasal Syndrome; Susie, 
Benjamin and Bryce Lowe.  

 

PLEASE review the Prayer & the Birthday 

Lists and let Laura or Pastor Wayne know of 
any updates, deletions, or additions. 

 
 

February 
 

 February  3 Daniel Cook 
 February  9 Paul Finger 
    Lisa Hash Burnett 
 February 12 Daniel Jordan 
 February 15 Clyde Cook 
    Vince Wright 
 February 16 Josh Kestner 
 February 17 Antonio (Tony) Smith 
 February 21 Patrick Niemann 
 February 24 Helen Reeves 
 February 29 Paul Blanchard 
 

March 
 

 March   4 Holly Niemann 
  Sophie Nora Clark  
March   5 Daniel Klawiter 
March   7 Steven Babel 
March   8 Larry Langworthy 
March 14 Bryce Douglas Lowe 
March 15 Gale Isaacs 
March 20 Brandi Bredell 
March 22 Lora Clark 
March 24 Harry Albert 
March 27 Wes Roscoe 
March 28 Michael Hayduk 
March 28 Heather King 
March 29 Rob Weisenburn 
March 30 Camille Morris



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7    10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 
10 & 11 am In-

Person 
Worship With A 

Reservation 

8  
 

9 

 
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

  14     10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 

10 & 11 am In-Person 
Worship With A 

Reservation 
 

11:45 am 

Council Mtg 

15 

 
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21    10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 
10 & 11 am In-

Person 
Worship With A 

Reservation 

22    National 

Margarita Day 
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28    10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 
10 & 11 am In-

Person 
Worship With A 

Reservation 

Sunday Worship Schedule: 
10 am & 11 am – In-Person Worship with Reservation 

 10 am - Live Stream Virtual Worship via Facebook Live  

WEATHER PERMITTING - 11 am Worship will be Outdoors 

Eucharist – February 7th & First Sunday Each Month 

Healing Worship – February 14th & Second Sunday of Each Month 



 

 


