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10 & 11 am – In-Person Worship 

 10 am - Live Stream Virtual Worship via Facebook 
Live https://www.facebook.com/LoLLCGarner/ 

WEATHER PERMITTING  11 am Worship will be 
Outdoors 

Eucharist: April 4th & First Sunday Each Month 

Healing Worship: April 11th & Second Sunday of Each 
Month 
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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 
 

“And they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
trembling and astonishment had come upon them; 
and they said nothing to anyone for they were afraid.”  

(Mark 16:5) 
 

This is the last verse of the earliest test of the 
Gospel of Mark.  Scholars believe Mark to be the 
oldest of the gospels.  So we ask, as did scholars 
before me asked, how can the Gospel end with three 
women, devout followers of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary, the mother of James, and Salome silent and 
afraid?  They were trembling.  The verb “flee” is used 
to describe their action.  Not the typical “Alleluia, 
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” positivity associated with 
Easter.  So scholars in the early centuries of the 
Church added 11 verses which were included in 
certain ancient manuscripts of Mark. 

Without these, there is no clear Gospel message. 
Yes, the tomb is empty and there is no corpse, and 
there is a man, or angel depending on the translation, 
sitting where Jesus lay.  Thus, there could have been a 
Resurrection of the women’s Lord.  There was hope 
maybe even harkening back to Jesus’ prediction that 
“He would suffer, die and rise”, and the women might 
have seen that as an unimaginable possibility.  And 
the man in the tomb gives them further hope.  “Do 
not be amazed, you seek Jesus of Nazareth, Who was 
crucified.  He has risen, He is not here, see the place 
where they laid Him.  But go, tell His disciples and 
Peter that He is going before you to Galilee, and there 
you will see Him as He told you.”  (Mark 16:6-7) 

Thus, the earliest end of this Gospel turns us back 
to the beginning; to Galilee, where Jesus was born, 
where He was baptized, where He gathered disciples, 

where He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and 
preached good news.  During Holy Week and Easter 
His story heightens into a life giving story.  The ladies 
at the tomb were bewildered.  They did not yet 
believe.  However, the disciples joined them in this 
unbelief. 

In verses 8-11 after Mary Magdalene encountered 
Jesus and told the disciples, “they would not believe 
it.”  Two unnamed disciples met Jesus and told the 
other disciples but they “did not believe them.”  
(Mark 16:12)  So Jesus went further and “upbraided 
the disciples for their unbelief and hardness of heart” 
(Mark 16:14) 

He speaks to them for the last time before being 
taken up into heaven, and THEN the disciples “went 
forth and preached everywhere while the Lord 
worked with them”. 

Jesus’ Resurrection is the most exciting, life giving 
and important part of Jesus’ story, but it does not 
simply end with Jesus ascending to heaven.  In 
Matthew He confirms before ascending to heaven, 
that He is with us “always”.  Here in Mark Jesus 
worked with the disciples.  He is with us “always” and 
He “works with us” as we spread His Good News 
among ourselves and the community around us. 

~ Pastor Wayne 
 



 

From the Desk of  
Your Council President   
 
 

"Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with 
new wine."  Proverbs 3:20, NIV 

 
Thank you as always for your continued support, 

with your prayers and financial support.  We are still 
looking for a Treasurer.  See last month's newsletter 
article for the job description of our Treasurer.  Please 
let Pastor or any Council member know if you are 
interested.  Again, I am happy to report that we are 
current on all our bills and have money in the bank.  
We do, however, have two CDs that will mature next 
month.  We need our Financial committee to be in 
place to make a good decision about our future. 

Happy Birthday to the Coronavirus pandemic.  
What a year!  I can't believe that it has been a year!  
Your church Council has continued to meet monthly 
this entire year. 

As you know, we were unable to hold our Annual 
Meeting in January due to limitations in gathering.  As 
we become more vaccinated, I hope that we are able 
to gather again 
SOON!!!!  

The Council has 
MANY big decisions 
that we have been 
carrying for a while; 
things we cannot 
decide to do 
without 
Congregational approval.  Therefore, we have decided 
to have a "Parking Lot" Annual Meeting.  Ideally there 
would be 5 cars in the parking lot and Council 
members to answer questions.  We will have a survey 
document for everyone to vote for their choices.  
There will be several days in April that you can come 
to the church parking lot to ask your questions and 
deposit your questionnaire.  We will make every 

attempt to keep the ballots anonymous. Still, check 
your name when your ballot is placed in the collection 
bag. 

The following are items needing input: 
1.  Suspend the Constitutional requirement of an 

in-person meeting for this year only and all ballots 
submitted before April 30th. 

2.  Keep the church Council as is for 2021.  If you 
would like to volunteer to be on the Council, please 
give us your name! 

3.  Kitchen Renovation- we are collecting money 
and will not START the project until we have enough 
money to cover the entire cost of the project.  Yes or 
no to do Kitchen Renovations. 

4.  A proposal to install permanent cameras in the 
Sanctuary has been made at a cost of approximately 
$3,500. 

5.  ATS expansion request.  They would like to 
move their Life Skill classroom within the church 
facility.  They have NO specifics about WHERE that 
would be until they have a yes or no from Lord of Life.  
They will contact their investors and contractors after 
that time.  Suggested areas include the Fellowship 
Hall, the Storage Room, the Triple Classroom and the 
Nursery.  Carlton also assured us the space would be 
considered "shared space" with locked cabinets for 
Sunday School and Girl Scouts, for example.  And ATS 
would contribute money toward the Kitchen 
Renovation since they would be utilizing that space 
more.  So the question is, yes or no to allow ATS to 
expand within the church building. 

I have struggled with a way to keep the 
Congregation informed about what is going on at 
church since so many of you have stayed home out of 
an abundance of caution.  I would never ask anyone to 
do something they felt was unsafe!  And I don't 
foresee a time when we could freely gather for an 
Annual Meeting in 2021.  I am VERY hopeful that we 
will hold our 2022 Annual Meeting in January as 
planned.  We NEED to be together again!  The Live 
Stream has been a blessing and will be in the future 
when you are sick or away from home, but please 
don't let it be your ONLY access to church post 
pandemic! 

As always, I am available to you if you have 
questions that I have not addressed OR suggestions 
that I have not considered.  Thank you again for your 
prayers.  I pray that I will see you all again SOON! 

 

Blessings, 
Alecia Harrison 

Council President 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For the first time in a year, everyone on the Social 
Concerns committee met on March 18th in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We stayed physically distant from 
each other and wore our masks into the building. 

We continue to accept Camp Scholarship forms, 
which is a letter to the committee this year, until 
April 11th.  Please let someone on the committee 
know if you are considering applying for a scholarship. 

To be good stewards of our funds, we decided to 
distribute our excess to a local charity, ELCA 
international charity, and a missionary with a local 
connection.  The Community of Hope continues to 
help many in the Garner area suffering from the 
results of the pandemic, loss of job, medical bills, 
hunger, etc.  The ELCA has several international 
ministries they support and contributed funds to 
where it was needed most.  Pastor Wayne has an 
uncle of a former student who is a physician in 
Honduras.  He is providing clothing, meals and 
medication to those who are in need where he lives. 

 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink?"  Matthew 25:37, NIV. 

 

Lord of Life donated over 250 books to the Wake 
Up and Read book drive.  Thank you!!! 

We decided last month to continue to support the 
Holiday Cheer family, a local family identified for 
needs in Garner.  We sent a $25 Target gift card and 
received two thank you emails.  As you remember, 
this couple suddenly became the guardians of their 
three grandsons after their daughter was no longer 
able to care for the boys.  It happened very fast and 
there was little time to prepare.  This is the family that 
we bought Christmas presents for this past year.  They 
are very grateful for our continued support. 

We continue to support Garner Area Ministries as 
they continue to expand their hours of operation and 
are able to help more people in need.  Rotary 

breakfasts are going well; slowly growing the number 
of members returning for the in-person meeting. 

Relay for Life has combined several local Relays 
into one event.  The new date is Saturday, July 31st 
from 10 am to 10 pm.  We will need lots of help for 
this event, but notice there are no more overnight 
hours!  We decided to hold our Relay Fundraiser on 
Saturday May 22nd from 4-6 pm.  This is the same day 
as the Shredding Event.  Hopefully we can get lots of 
community support.  AND start looking NOW for 
anything that you would like to donate to the Silent 
Auction!  Thanks!!!  The more random stuff we have, 
the better! 

Next meeting is April 15th.  All are welcome! 
 

Blessings, 
Alecia Harrison and Gale Isaacs 

Co-Chair Social Concerns Committee 
 

 
 
Due to Covid-19 we have limited duties of the Altar 

Guild, but we have been changing paraments and banners 
for the correct liturgical times. 

We hope that soon we can schedule a meeting of all our 
members.  If anyone is interested in joining the Altar Guild, 
please contact Ginny King (919) 763-0445.  Members of the 
altar guild are ministers of God’s people at Lord of Life, 
ministers of our worship space with join in our hearts for 
God’s grace through Jesus Christ. 

Ginny King 



 

 

 
 

M E N ’ S  C L U B 
The LOL Men’s Club will meet at 7:00 pm on Friday 

evening April 9th, primarily to discuss our upcoming 
Shredding Day and our future plans and activities.  Dan 
Hayes has agreed to provide the dinner.  The Shredding 
Day that was previously scheduled for April 17th has 
been postponed until Saturday May 22nd.  The re-
scheduling is a result of the Federal and State Income 
Tax extended deadline of May 10th for 2021.  We find 
that most people want to do their major shredding 
shortly after the income tax deadline. 

The only other fund raising activity that could 
possibly take place this year is the parking for Garner’s 
4th of July celebration on July 3rd.  It is likely, however, 
that that event will not happen due to the current 
Corona virus situation. 

As most of you are probably aware, Neil Brennecke’s 
wife Christine recently passed away after a long illness.  
All of our thoughts and prayers go out to Neil and his 
family in this difficult time.  Christine’s warm, friendly 
and thoughtful demeanor and personality will be 
missed by everyone in the church.  Lord of Life will not 
be the same without her. 

Stay safe, and come join us on the evening of April 
9th!!  

Gerry Havenstein,  
LOL Men’s Club secretary 

 

 
Birthdays are a special day at our house!  Mine is 

coming up in April and I am excited about the extended 
celebration.  We try to spread the “joy” out for 4-6 
weeks.  So we are starting the birthday season with my 
birthday in April.  Then Jillian in May, Lori in June, Ben 
in September and Tom in October.  Then we have “joy” 

for the upcoming holidays of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Last year Mom canceled our family 
celebrations for these holidays.  Hopefully this year, the 
family will gather once again!  My baby sister is moving 
from Philadelphia to Raleigh in August.  My brother and 
middle sister already live in Wake County so there will 
be MUCH to celebrate in 2021! 

I have the same hope and joy for our church family!  
Gale Isaacs celebrated her birthday recently.  The Social 
Concerns committee celebrated with pie at our 
meeting.  Tess Andrews recently brought moon pies to 
our Council meeting on Pi Day, March 14th.  Tom and I 
enjoy spending time with his Uncle Larry and his new 
wife, Virgie.  They are fun to be around because they 
both know how wonderful it is to find a new chapter of 
love.  Henri Frédéric Amiel said “Life is short.  And we 
do not have much time to make gladden...So be swift to 
love, and make haste to be kind.”  Pretty much says it 
all. 

Lent, a period of reflection, is coming to an end.  The 
Church gets to experience the JOY of the Easter 
morning.  Jesus Christ, the perfect sacrifice, bore the 
burden of our sins on the Cross and has risen again to 
be seated at the right hand of the Father.  Alleluia!  This 
is an undeserved gift that God gave us.  We cannot buy 
this gift.  But we can have absolute joy about receiving 
this gift.  I am a sinner but God provided me a way out 
of getting the punishment that I deserve.  Wow!  
Martin Luther said we are Resurrection People.  
Without the Resurrection, we would not be able to call 
ourselves Christians.  Christ is our Savior because He 
died in our place and was raised up after three days.  
Only Christ has the privilege of judging the world.  Our 
responsibility is to LOVE our neighbor.  Our chaotic 
world of today needs a LOT more love! 

 

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.”  Isaiah 53:5, NIV 

 

I have said before that I might have been one of the 
people in the crowd yelling to Crucify Jesus.  I am 
vulnerable to Crowd Mentality.  Resist this!  We NEVER 
have to say to God, Why did you forsake me? 

Jesus did this for us!  We get the eternal gift of 
Salvation because we believe in Jesus Christ as our 
Savior.  We are on a journey with Jesus, slow and 
steady, going forward, growing as Christians and 
helping those that we can along the way. 

 

Blessings, 
Alecia Harrison 



 
 

A Senseless Death? Not on Your Life! 
 
 In the midst of a discussion about Lent, the 
young man with whom I was having a conversation, 
seemingly wondered aloud without really posing the 
question, "I wonder why God sent Jesus to be born at 
Christmas if He knew He was going to let him die on 
the cross for Easter?"  I was caught a bit off-guard and 
as I stalled for time, I offered that there was a more 
than 30 year period between Jesus’s birth and His 
death (this was met with, “I know that!”)  So, I 
continued with how God loved us so much that He 
gave His only begotten son to die for our sins, etc., 
etc. Later that day, as I mentally replayed the 
conversation, it dawned on me that there were things 
that I didn’t tell him.  I didn’t tell him that, in fact, 
Jesus wasn't just going to die... Jesus was going to be 
mocked; Jesus was going to be beaten; Jesus was 
going to be tortured, and then Jesus was going to be 
sentenced to die a slow, painful death by crucifixion... 
nails hammered through His palms and feet, 
accompanied by a crown of thorns about His head.  
And the kicker is that these unsavory things done to 
Him were at the hands of those He came to save... the 
reason for His being born in the first place... God’s gift 
to the world... man’s salvation. 
 My thoughts about this most Holy Season shifted 
from one place to another until I thought about the 
movie “The Passion of The Christ.”  Have you seen it?  
I bought it years ago and though it’s downstairs 
among my DVD collection, I have never watched the 
entire movie, although I have started it several times.  
I recall all the initial public uproar about it and that’s 

the reason I bought it in the first place; but that’s not 
the reason for my start-stop-watching tug-of-war.  I 
don’t recall if I stop at the same scene or not... I only 
recall that what I did watch was gut-wrenching.  I have 
told myself that it looked too real.  Why?  Because it’s 
too painful to watch someone endure such a horrible 
punishment and death... and Jesus as that that 
‘someone, is unfathomable.  
 In Old Testament times there was a system of 
sacrifices to atone for one’s sins albeit not one sin, 
including the ‘original sin,’ reached the epic 
proportion of immediate death.  Rather, when Adam 
sinned, we know he passed down sin to mankind but 
then again, we often forget that he actually passed 
down the wages of sin, which is death.  
 Then in the New Testament Jesus was born to 
reunite us with God through the ultimate sacrifice... 
His life/death.  So, Jesus lived a sinless life on behalf of 
the people (US) and then died.  Okay, so he had to die 
but why did it have to be such an excruciating death?  
Crucifixion was a death held in reserve for the 
absolute worst of criminals!  And in the case of Jesus, 
it seems that just about everyone had a hand in His 
death... the Jewish religious leaders (He was a threat 
to their religious system), the Gentile Roman 
government (they operated on the laws of man), and 
an angry mob of naysayers (they didn’t like the 
company He kept)... they all demanded His death. 
 Yes, they all demanded that Jesus be put to 
death, but they weren’t actually responsible for His 
death... no man was.  Nope, Jesus said “No one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up 
again.  I have received this command from my Father”  
(John 10:18). So, in this sense, the love of God is solely 
responsible for the death of Jesus... and His 
resurrection... all so that WE may be saved.  Okay, so 
it’s an old, old story and we hear it every year... Why?  
Because considering the supreme sacrifice paid for US, 
we should never drop the ball on caring and 
respecting each other... regardless of race, creed, or 
color!  Yes, Jesus’s death and resurrection story is the 
refresher course we need.  
 On Easter Sunday I will once again summarize 
and enhance an old maxim that says, “It’s Sunday, and 
the crucified and resurrected Christ has defeated 
death, hell, sin and the grave.  It’s Sunday and now 
everything has changed.  It’s the age of grace. 
 

Be blessed. 
Gale J. Isaacs 



 

GLEASON:  A Review 

 
First of all, it must be said, like in the commercials 

that say “the following are real people, not actors” – 
this is a documentary using “real people”.  It is the story 
about Steve Gleason, a defensive safety for the New 
Orleans Saints NFL football team.  He is known for 
blocking a punt which is said to be the “turning point” 
for the city of New Orleans recovery from Hurricane 
Katrina.  There is a statue commemorating that at the 
stadium entrance. 

He retires young in his early 30’s and soon 
afterwards begins to “not feel right”, and is eventually 
diagnosed with ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Scoliosis), Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. 

At the beginning of the documentary on Steve’s 
journey through this illness Steve tells his wife, Michel, 
how to hold the camera to record the progress of the 
disease.  Just to be clear, this is a family journey with 
Steve at the center of it.  His son, Rivers (named such 
because rivers are from which life flows) is very much 
involved.  Recently since the film, they added a 
daughter, Gray, to the family. 

Michel is superhuman as Steve’s main care 
provider.  Michel is the anchor, not just for Steve’s 
treatment, but for honestly giving her feelings; 
confessing her doubts, concerns, and fears even as she 
soldiers on.  She recruits a young neighbor who does 
the “heavy lifting”.  Steve’s support network is 
described as “the badass unit”.  Bottom line is Steve 
gets through all the hurdles (motorized wheelchair, 

breathing aids, feeding tubes, speech technology) with 
patience, humor, and of course immense support. 

The film gets into the way Steve sees his own 
spirituality, and it does not dodge difficult 
conversations - namely with his father who tries to 
force Steve into a spirituality like his own, even the 
possibility of faith healing.  Steve’s faith may waiver at 
times, but he lets his father know that he is very 
comfortable with how he sees his relationship with 
God.  I felt for the father who knew he was going to 
outlive his son and the frustration he felt, but also the 
willingness he had to lay it out there for the film goers 
to see.  In the end, it appears their relationship does 
grow.  It is a challenging film to watch, nonetheless, the 
positive aspects still outweigh the negative. 

Steve is the centerpiece and main spokes-person for 
Team Gleason, a nonprofit group founded by Michel 
which raises public awareness of the disease and 
agitates for a cure.  Most of you know this film hits 
home for me because of our friend Ingrid who has ALS.  
It gives an honest depiction of the challenges associated 
with the disease, but it also is a reminder that, as I 
stated in the Wonderments for this newsletter, God is 
with Steve always and God “works” with Steve and 
Michel and Rivers and his care providers. 

As the film was ending, it was stated Steve had 2-5 
weeks to live.  He is still alive more than 10 years after 
his diagnosis with the help of Team Gleason – Steve’s 
badass unit of support with Michel as the team’s 
earthly captain and Jesus, the heavenly captain. 

~ Pastor Wayne



 
We pray for our world and 

those in it with hope for our 
future. 

 
     Dave Hash; Family of Ken 

Fillingim; Family of Christine 
Brennecke; Family of Denny 
King’s sister -Beverly Ann 

Swickey; Jim von St. Paul, bladder cancer; Ingrid Albee, 
long-time friend of the Dubnansky’s; Roger Baker; 
Vivian Sagan; Lora Clark’s friend, Rebecca Bowman, 
breast cancer; Sheryll Albert’s father, John Pope, and 
his wife, Barbara Pope; Kevin & his family, stage 4 
cancer; Sarah Watkins, as she looks for a new career 
opportunity; Dennis King, prayer of thanks for 
improvement; Shirley Poole; Peg Stamp, myeloma & 
back surgery; Eric Roeser, rotator cuff surgery and MS; 
Julie Roeser, eye surgery; Eric and Julie’s son Jason 
Roeser – housefire; Julie Roeser’s brother, Paul Panek; 
Julia Lochra’s cousin, Les Salmon, 3rd spinal surgery; 
Tess Andrews brother, David Van Benschoten, multiple 
myeloma; Karen Rodgers, stage 4 cancer; Karen Post’s 
friends: Blanca Hernandez, ovarian mass; Dr. Steve 
Rushton, lymphoma; and Sandy Murphy; Karen Post’s 
cousin, Mike Harris – recurring prostate cancer; Lindsay 
Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman, health and healing; 
Karen Wright’s mother, Carol Goodford,  heart issues; 
Pam Klawiter’s co-worker, Carolyn Harbertson, breast 
cancer; Larry Watson, Joan Stewart’s son-in-law, ICV 
Stroke; Holly Hans’ sister, 
Heather House and her 
family; Holly Hans’ 
mother, Carol Hardy; 
Shannon Thomsen’s 
niece, Kylie Gardner,  
tumors and Turner 
Syndrome; Paul & Kerri 
Blanchard’s son, Jason, mental disability; Chuck 
Wallace, Don Wallace’s nephew, health problems; Mary 
Langworthy’s son Kyle’s Father in Law, Jim Jackson, 
Multiple Myeloma; Mary Langworthy’s nephew, Blake 
Evans, Crohn’s disease, surgery for severe fistulas and 
going through a bad divorce/child custody battle; Susie, 
Benjamin and Bryce Lowe.  

 

PLEASE review the Prayer & the Birthday 

Lists and let Laura or Pastor Wayne know of 
any updates, deletions, or additions. 

 

 
 

 

April 
 

April  7  Gray Anthony 
  Trent Ryden 
April 15  Andrew Green 
  Shari Rebbeor 
  Enid Weatherwax 
April 19  Arthur Kyles 
April 19  Roland Kyles 
April 21  Jeannie Stang 
April 24  Shirley Poole 
April 26 Sara Melanie Bollinger 
April 29 Alecia Harrison 
  Chris Thomsen 
April 30 Sarah Rebbeor 
 
 

May 
 
May   6  Carla Niemann 
May 10  Mary Cook 
May 11  Leslie Hash 
May 14  Sharyl Eggert 
May 17  Virginia King 
May 22   Tucker Britt 
 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 
3 pm Worship 

 

2        12 Noon 

Stations of the 

Cross 

 

3  
 

4     

              10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

5  

 

6  
 

7    7 am Rotary 

           Breakfast 
 

8  
 

9  

 

10  
 

11     10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

 

11:45 am 
Council Mtg. 

12  
 

13  
 

14    7 am Rotary 

           Breakfast 
 

15  

 

16  
 

17  
 

18    10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

19  
 

20  
 

21   7 am Rotary 

           Breakfast 

 

22  

 

23  
 

24  
 

25     10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 
10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

26  
 

27  
 

28     7 am Rotary 

           Breakfast 
 

29  
 

30  

 

 



 
 


