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10 & 11 am – In-Person Worship 

 10 am - Live Stream Virtual Worship via Facebook 
Live https://www.facebook.com/LoLLCGarner/ 

11 am Worship will be Outdoors   
WEATHER PERMITTING 

Eucharist: May 2nd & First Sunday of Each Month 

Healing Worship: May 9th & Second Sunday 
of Each Month 
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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD  
 
 

 
The Sunday following Earth Day 2021, I mentioned 

Swedish activist Greta Thunburg and her Skolstrejk for 
Klimatet (strike for climate).  The most recent Earth 
Day statement of 2018 states “The present moment is 
a critical and urgent one, filled with both challenge 
and opportunity to act as individuals, citizens, leaders 
and communities of faith in solidarity with God’s good 
creation and in hope of our shared future.” 

On January 25, 2019, my 66th birthday, at the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Greta 
began her speech by saying “Our house is on fire.” 

She goes on to say the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change says “we are less than twelve years 
away from not being able to undo our mistakes.” 

That was two years ago, so we have a decade.  Our 
house (God’s earth) is on fire because climate change 
is a global crisis (crisis in the Greek means critical 
time.)  At the end of the first chapter of Genesis “God 
saw everything He made and indeed, it was very 
good.”  (Genesis 1:31) 

It is up to us to keep it good. 
Many of you have heard me mention Snowpiercer, 

the movie and the ongoing series on TNT.  It is 
dystopian, yes, but there is a lesson here.  Prior to this 
train, Snowpiercer constantly circling the globe, all the 
nations of world simultaneously sent chemicals into 

the atmosphere to combat global warming.  It 
worked, but too well, it worked to an extreme.  The 
earth’s temperature went down to minus 104.  The 
thousand, more or less, survivors owe their lives to 
Mr. Wilford, the inventor business tycoon of the train.  
I know all of you share my thinking that we do not 
want any dystopian result to our world because of 
present inaction regarding climate change. 

“You shall not defile the land in which you live” 
(Numbers 35:34) God says to Israel.  Even in harsher 
terms God tells Israel, “and if you defile the land, it 
will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that 
were before you.” (Leviticus 18:28)  Let’s just say, God 
takes our role of taking care of earth seriously. 

The Paris Climate Agreement of 2016, simply put, 
calls for the nearly 200 nations of the world to work 
toward a climate neutral world buy the middle of this 
century.  Evangelical Lutheran Church of America has 
a motto, “God’s Work, Our Hands”.  Added to that 
now is “Caring for Creation Today.” 

“As stewards of the earth, we are called to care for 
the earth and examine our behaviors toward 
Creation.”  That means us, the local church and the 
Church worldwide. 

~ Pastor Wayne 

 



 

From the Desk of  
Your Council President   
 
 

“Our goal is to create a beloved community and 
this will require a qualitative change in our souls, as 
well as a quantitative change in our lives.” 

 ― Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Being part of a Community is SO important.  We 

are communal people.  We desire to belong to a 
group, be important, make a difference.  Our Church 
Family is vital!  When one member needs help or 
actually stumbles, our church family steps up to help.  
We lift each other up and support each other when 
needed.  My birthday is here and I received two of the 
most special birthday cards of my life thanking me for 
all that I do for our church family.  There is someone 
that you have seen doing stuff around the church.  
THANK them TODAY!!!  A phone call or a handwritten 
card goes a long way for someone who is feeling 
lonely.  Who do you know that would benefit from a 
friendly connection? 

 
"Dear children, let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and in truth." 

  1 John 3:16, NIV 
 

What are you doing to show God's love to the 
world?  Jesus provides us the way forward.  He leads 
us to greener pastures.  A positive spin to Psalm 23 
that I had never considered before.  It applies to us 
now!  To be calmed as we walk beside still waters.  
Slow down and take a deep breath!  God's creation is 
all around.  Enjoy God's symphony (birds) and God's 
tapestry (sky, especially at sunrise or sundown). 

A question to consider ... in what ways do 
churches of today remain separated from the truly 
needy?  Not just Lord of Life, but all churches.  
Seriously consider this question and let me know what 
you think!  Our church will grow if we offer something 
that the community around us needs.  I don't know 
what that is.  I am open to your suggestions. 

Thank you SO much for completing the 
Congregational Meeting surveys.  We have definitely 
met our "quorum".  I will report the results to the 
Council at our May meeting and the congregation in 
the June newsletter. 

We continue to worship regularly.  We are hoping 
to offer a few fellowship opportunities in the Summer 
months.  Stay tuned for more details.  But our first try 
will be the Shredding Event on Saturday, May 22nd 
from 9 am to noon.  Volunteers will be greatly 
appreciated!  We will also have the Relay for Life 
Fundraiser later the same afternoon.  Able to Serve is 
hosting a Yoga/Wellness classroom expansion 
fundraiser on Saturday, May 15th.  Tickets are 
available on the ATS Facebook page. 

Pastor Wayne continues to stretch to provide two 
worship opportunities each Sunday.  The first service 
is the livestream service in the Sanctuary at 10 am.  
We are still recording temperatures and wearing 
masks and sitting in designated sections within the 
church.  Fortunately the weather has significantly 
improved so that we can resume 11 am worship in our 
Outdoor Worship space.  Bring a chair and wear 
comfortable clothes.  We still will wear masks and sit 
apart.  It is convenient to watch the livestream but we 
miss seeing your FACE!  When you feel safe to do so, 
please come to church.  You will be blessed!  
Remember, we all need to be part of the community.  
And the community of faith at Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church continues to be strong!  Thank you for your 
prayers and financial contributions.  We truly would 
be nowhere with YOU! 

 

Blessings, 
Alecia Harrison 

Council President 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

You Are Generous on Every Occasion 

“Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few 
seeds will get a small crop.  But the one who plants 
generously will get a generous crop” 

  (2 Corinthians 9:6) 
 

We all concede that it’s actually good to do an act 
of kindness or generosity for someone else; 
researchers say that our brains release 
neurotransmitters that make us feel good when we do 
good.  Lord of Life members should feel really good!  
Regardless of the request, or the quantity, or the 
extent, or the impact of the activities undertaken by 
your Social Concerns Ministry, you all assist in the 
effort; thank you.  It appears that you are generous on 
every occasion. 

As with many aspects of giving, in this climate, our 
donations may be lower, but are still being met and 
contributions to benevolent causes continue.  In 
short, the work of Social Concerns has not been 
interrupted.  We were able to provide additional aid 
to the Honduras effort for medical supplies whose 
primary focus is children.  Over 250 books were 
donated from Lord of Life to the Wake County Wake-
Up and Read project, and nearly 100 pounds of food 
was delivered to Garner Area Ministries.  We are 
grateful that our aid to Lutheran Family Services of 
N.C. helped in the $55,000 support effort to Meals on 
Wheels!  It was the largest single contribution. 

Our 2021 Summer Camp Scholarship recipient is 
Antonio Smith (Tony).  Camp Agape has instituted the 
necessary protocols and precautions for its summer 
camp offerings for 2021.  Tony will attend Prime 
Camp.  The Annual Yard Sale is not “off the table” and 
we await overall progress reports relative to 
combating the pandemic as we proceed with the 

utmost caution.  In addition to the overt activities of 
the Ministry, we have discussed and updated internal 
protocols relative to the operation of our signature 
efforts. 

Social Concerns is fortunate to carry Outreach 
opportunities as its mission with this congregation 
who realizes that generosity returns.  Don’t be scared 
that once you give of your time or money that it will 
then be long gone.  Nope, money comes and goes!  
Time?  Well, if you give away a minute, then another 
minute will follow right after that!  So, we know that 
we can count on you to keep on keeping on so that we 
can address Social Concerns as fully as possible.  
 

Gale Isaacs 
Alecia Harrison 

Co-Chairs 
 
 

 
 

In 2021 Ascension Day falls on May 13th, and 
commemorates the day that Jesus ascended into 
Heaven (Acts 1:1-11) after spending 40 days appearing 
to his disciples after his resurrection.  The disciples 
thought Jesus was going to restore the earth to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but instead, as he had promised 
to send the Holy Spirit to give them power, he 
ascended into Heaven and disappeared in a cloud. 

Ascension is the 40th day after Easter, celebrated 
on the sixth Sunday of the Easter season in Protestant 
churches and on the 40th day after Easter in Roman 
Catholic churches. 

 
“Jesus’ ascension into heaven does not mean his 

absence, but that he is alive among us in a new way, 
close to each one of us” – Pope Francis via Twitter 

April 17, 2013 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/9-6.html


 

 
 
Do you have a TREASURE in your house that is 

basically taking up room???? 
Well, do I have a GREAT opportunity for you! 
Back by POPULAR demand, is the Relay for Life 

Fundraiser! 
Saturday, May 22nd from 4-6pm (after the 

Shredding event from 9am-noon) 
We will have a Reverse Raffle; tickets are $5 each. 

Only 75 tickets will be sold. 
Numbers will be drawn one at a time and removed 

until the last 2 numbers are on the board. 
First place is $50, second place is $10. 
We will also have a Silent Auction! 
Bids will be accepted on a sheet of paper in front 

of each item, and you will be able to see the current 
highest bid. 

Please donate your no longer needed treasures. 
I have more than the average amount of stuff 

since we did not have the Yard Sale last year. 
Interesting, varied items are encouraged. 
You can bring you auction items to the church 

beginning Wednesday afternoon, May 19th. 
We will also have Barbecue sandwiches with 

donated BBQ from Ole Time Barbecue! 
Chips and a drink will be included for $5. 
Donations of individually wrapped baked goods 

will be greatly appreciated. 
The MAIN event for the Garner Relay for Life will 

be held at Lake Benson Park on Saturday, July 31st 
from 10 am to 10 pm.  This is no longer an overnight 
event.  I will still need walkers for this event to walk 
each hour. 

And as usual, there are Luminary and Tribute 
Torch forms available on-line.  The American Cancer 
Society is encouraging all team donations to be given 

electronically, except at the Lake Benson event when 
cash and checks will be freely accepted.  Please let me 
know if you need assistance securing a luminary or 
torch for your loved ones! 

 
Blessings, 

Alecia 
 

 
 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE RATION CHALLENGE 2021 
 

After a hiatus for a year as a result of the corona virus, 
Church World Service is bringing it back for 2021, and I 
have already accepted the challenge.  Thus, I will join a 
growing community around the world showing refugees 
that we are in this together. 

Right now there are nearly 80 million people globally 
who have been forced to flee their homes because of 
conflict or disaster, the most on record.  Corona virus has 
been tough for all of us; however for refugees who were 
already living a nightmare, its impact means many more 
will face devastating hunger.  

It is my hope, by accepting this challenge, that I will 
provide food, education, healthcare, and critical services to 
refugees and displaced people around the world through 
Church World Service. 

Thus, from June 13-19 leading up to World Refugee 
Day, I will be eating what a typical refugee will be eating, 
the same rations as a Syrian refugee living in a camp in 
Jordan – just a small amount of rice, flour, lentils, 
chickpeas, beans, oil and fish (a can of sardines).  The 
toughest part for me like in 2019 will be to drink only 
water. 

In May I will be mentioning this challenge on Sunday 
mornings and in June I will tell all of you how to support 
this challenge with your donations. 

Thank you, 
Pastor Wayne 



The Hope of 

 
 
When I'm standing on the mountain, 
I didn't get there on my own 
When I'm walking through the valley,  
I know I am not alone!  -  Tauren Gabriel Wells 
 
 We all know the saying, “... can’t see the forest for 
the trees” and we all know what it means.  While I 
don’t analyze every situation that I come across (or 
get myself in to), those words kinda popped into my 
consciousness during a final exam.  I started to 
wonder if the students could see the clues that I 
inserted here and there to help them out; I wondered 
if they were having a difficult time; and I wondered if 
they studied.  If so, then they were secure in the 
knowledge that they trusted their preparation and, 
therefore, had faith that they would pass. 
 Faith.  That belief... that conviction... that trust... 
that confidence, in something or someone; there is 
nothing like it!  Of course, in and of itself, the word 
‘faith’ reasons that thought processes logically travel 
to associations with religious faith.  I thought of the 
people around me who appear to have absolutely no 
reservations relative to Christianity... it gives an 
impression of effortless certainty.  For others of us, 
it’s simply not that cut-&-dried.  I freely admit that 
there are times when my faith wobbles; when faith is 
not easy for me, yet I know all will be well with my 
soul.  There is always an accompanying glimmer of 
what I consider to be a “hope of faith.”  This glimmer 
prevents my weariness from evolving into a struggle 
of faith.  It automatically kicks in at times when I turn 
inward and see this world that emphasizes the 
present rather than the eternal... gives voice to the 
powerful over the meek... and lauds the visible rather 
than the invisible.  I become reflective and tell myself 
that this is a temporary lapse, and that it too shall 
pass... and you know what?  It does! 
 Once upon a time, I thought that Christians who 
experienced my hope of faith were nearly non-
existent.  Then when I started to peruse the Bible 

more closely, it was as if almost every central Biblical 
figure struggled with trusting God at some point in his 
or her life... faith cracked!  Joseph wondered why he 
was sold into slavery; the disciples wondered why 
Jesus, whom they believed to be the Messiah, was 
betrayed, and ultimately crucified on the cross and 
Job wondered why he experienced such monumental 
suffering, especially given that he was an extremely 
righteous man!  So, we aren’t alone!  Our hope of 
faith is staying the course. 
 From a human perspective, faith doesn’t make 
logical sense; we must trust that there’s an answer for 
everything, whether or not it suits our fancy; that’s 
where the hope of faith enters.  Faith isn’t a seasonal 
phenomenon, but it does have Hills and Valleys.  Hills 
represent good times when we are expressly aware of 
God’s presence in our lives, and the Valleys represent 
not so good times... when we feel discouraged or 
challenged and use that favorite word-duo, WHY ME?  
The hard truth is that neither Hills nor Valleys last 
forever because our situations and conditions change 
constantly... good fortune and financial problems; 
good health and illness; nice house and homelessness; 
relaxation and can’t breathe, euphoria and grief!  Not 
one of us is fully insulated from the troubles of this 
world. 
 Faith tells us that God never lets go of the steering 
wheel, especially when we feel that He veered a bit 
off center.  He’s with us... always; He protects us in 
ways we don’t comprehend; He is the Father... and in 
retrospect, isn’t it great not to always have to be the 
adult in the room?  Be blessed! 
 

Gale J. Isaacs 

  



 

 
NOMADLAND:  A Review 

 
 
Nomadland dominated the Academy 

Awards.  It won best director for Chloe Zhao.  
She is the first woman of color to win the best 
director Oscar.  This follows her critically 
acclaimed “The Rider” of 2017 which I am 
reminded to put on my “Must Watch” list. 

She quotes something she learned as a 
child early in life, “At birth we are all good.”  
Frances McDormand won as best actress; she 
was really the “only” actress in the whole 
film.  The simple story line is she is widowed, 
the company where she worked closes, and 
she decides she would embark on a nomad 
life traveling across America meeting other 
nomads along the way, occasionally working 
when money was sparse.  Her best job was 
working for Amazon.  It is said several of the 
people she met were not actors.  If so, that 
makes the film even more powerful.  For 
example, Linda May and Swankie play 
themselves. 

When I was just a lad, an adolescent, my 
favorite author by far was John Steinbeck (he 
still is near the top).  One of his books was 
titled “Travels with Charley”.  Steinbeck 
actually took a trip across the US with his dog 
Charley.  He wanted to see the country and 
people he wrote about. 

Nomadland is travels with Fern 
(McDormand’s character).  She, like 

Steinbeck, takes us on a remarkable journey which I can only surmise “satisfies her wanderlust”.  You may 
remember McDormand won the best actress Oscar for her role in “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”.  It is 
claimed most of that was filmed in Silva, North Carolina. 

I think the encounter in a store with a little girl whom she used to tutor gives insight as to who Fern is.  The 
little girl tells Fern her mother has told her Fern is homeless.  The little girl wants to know if that is true.  Fern says, 
“I’m not homeless, I’m houseless.  There’s a difference right?”  

Nomadland is based on a book by the same name by Jessica Bruder.  It tells of post-recessional nomads like 
Fern. 

Bruder bought a second hand van which she named Halen and spent years following nomads like Fern around 
the country.  What she found was an invisible but significant portion of the American workforce.  Like Steinbeck, 
Bruder gives us great insight into America and the people who live here in book form.  Zhao and McDormand bring 
it to the screen. 

It is playing on Amazon Prime for free.  Not adventuresome, no special effects, just simply meeting ordinary 
people as a result of simply travelling from one place to another in America. 

~ Pastor Wayne



 

 
We pray for our world and 

those in it with hope for our 
future. 

 
     Dave Hash; Family of Ken 

Fillingim; Family of Christine 
Brennecke; Family of Denny 
King’s sister -Beverly Ann 

Swickey; Jim von St. Paul, bladder cancer; Ingrid Albee, 
long-time friend of the Dubnansky’s; Roger Baker; 
Vivian Sagan; Lora Clark’s friend, Rebecca Bowman, 
breast cancer; Sheryll Albert’s father, John Pope, and 
his wife, Barbara Pope; Kevin & his family, stage 4 
cancer; Sarah Watkins, as she looks for a new career 
opportunity; Dennis King, prayer of thanks for 
improvement; Shirley Poole; Peg Stamp, myeloma & 
back surgery; Eric Roeser, rotator cuff surgery and MS; 
Julie Roeser, eye surgery; Eric and Julie’s son Jason 
Roeser – housefire; Julie Roeser’s brother, Paul Panek; 
Julia Lochra’s cousin, Les Salmon, 3rd spinal surgery; 
Tess Andrews brother, David Van Benschoten, multiple 
myeloma; Karen Rodgers, stage 4 cancer; Karen Post’s 
friends: Blanca Hernandez, ovarian mass; Dr. Steve 
Rushton, lymphoma; and Sandy Murphy; Karen Post’s 
cousin, Mike Harris – recurring prostate cancer; Lindsay 
Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman, health and healing; 
Karen Wright’s mother, Carol Goodford,  heart issues; 
Pam Klawiter’s co-worker, Carolyn Harbertson, breast 
cancer; Larry Watson, Joan Stewart’s son-in-law, ICV 
Stroke; Holly Hans’ sister, 
Heather House and her 
family; Holly Hans’ 
mother, Carol Hardy; 
Shannon Thomsen’s 
niece, Kylie Gardner,  
tumors and Turner 
Syndrome; Paul & Kerri 
Blanchard’s son, Jason, mental disability; Chuck 
Wallace, Don Wallace’s nephew, health problems; Mary 
Langworthy’s son Kyle’s Father in Law, Jim Jackson, 
Multiple Myeloma; Mary Langworthy’s nephew, Blake 
Evans, Crohn’s disease, surgery for severe fistulas and 
going through a bad divorce/child custody battle; Susie, 
Benjamin and Bryce Lowe.  

 

PLEASE review the Prayer & the Birthday 

Lists and let Laura or Pastor Wayne know of 
any updates, deletions, or additions. 

 

 
 

 

May 
 
May   6  Carla Niemann 
May 10  Mary Cook 
May 11  Leslie Hash 
May 14  Sharyl Eggert 
May 17  Virginia King 
May 22  Tucker Britt 
 
 

June 
 

 June   4           Karen Post 
June   5           Wesley Patrick Niemann 
June   8           Amy Cook 
                         Lori Harrison 
June 10           Monna Stamm 
June 12           Rachel Austin 
June 14           Seth Rebbeor 
June 18           Jean Marie Dubnansky 
 Paula Pickler 
June 20 Barbara Proper 
 Susie Lowe 
June 28  Ray Green 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2    10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9    10 am Virtual 
Worship 

 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

10  
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16    10 am Virtual 

Worship 
 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 
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23    10 am Virtual 

Worship 
 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

24  
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28  
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30    10 am Virtual 

Worship 
 

10 & 11 am 
In-Person 
Worship 

31  
 

 



 
 

 


