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Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable
with a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his
rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law.
Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children
should challenge us as well.
What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose
love is endless.
C. Amen
P. Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection

P. God our comforter:
C. like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our
faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your
love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in † Christ Jesus, God makes
you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C. Amen.

Gathering Hymn

How Firm a Foundation
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P. Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C. And also with you

This is the Feast

P. This is indeed the feast of our Risen Savior . . .
. . . And His glorious resurrection has indeed become the Lord of Life!

Prayer of the Day
A. Let us pray
C. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for
life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the
image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading
The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his
partner.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of
the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds
of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his
partner. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from
the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one
flesh.
L. Word of God. Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 8

(tone #9 )

chanted responsively

O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger.
When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?
Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:
all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

Second Reading

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But
someone has testified somewhere,
“What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
or mortals, that you care for them?
You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned them with glory and honor,
subjecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet
see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower
than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to
glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed
to call them brothers and sisters, saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
L. Word of God. Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

P. The Holy Gospel according to Mark,
chapter Ten.
Mark 10:2-16
Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus
they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?” He answered them,
“What did Moses command you?” They
said, “Moses allowed a man to write a
certificate of dismissal and to divorce
her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because
of your hardness of heart he wrote this
commandment for you. But from the
beginning of creation, ‘God made them
male and female.’ ‘For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate.”
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

P. The Gospel of the Lord

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

"Soli Deo Gloria”
If You But Trust in God to Guide You

Pastor Wayne Dubnansky
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Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
P. Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning a call
to ministry and all seminarians, that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel.
Lord in your mercy,
C. hear our prayer.
P. Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C. Amen.

The Peace
P. The Peace of Christ be with you always.
C. And also with you.

The Offering
Offertory

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Offertory Prayer
A. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the
heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to
nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C. Amen
The Great Thanksgiving

P. It is indeed right and salutary …
join in their unending hymn:

The Sanctus

Words of Institution

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

P. All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.
C. Amen.

Lamb of God

Communion Hymns
Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed
Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue
Day by Day
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Post Communion Blessing
P. The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and preserve us with His
Grace and Peace.
C. Amen
Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer
P. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C. Amen.

Benedictus

Sending Hymn

Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Dismissal
A. Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C. Thanks be to God.
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Servers for Sunday, October 3rd
Assisting Minister ................................... Sylvia Lambert
Reader .................................................. Sylvia Lambert
Altar Guild ............................................ Sarah Watkins
Greeters/Counters .... Linda Garoutte / Sarah Watkins
Ushers ............................................................................
Acolyte ................................................... Antonio Smith
Sign-up sheets for the various worship assistant slots are on the board in the hallway. Please consider
spending time giving glory to God by filling one of these positions on a Sunday.

Candles for the month of October are
given by Julia Lochra in loving memory
of Helen Lochra.

Flowers this week are provided
by Dennis & Ginny King.
in celebration of their son, Bill’s Birthday!

Honor a loved one by making a donation for
the candles in the sanctuary for the month
or the flowers that beautify the church each
Sunday. Sign-up sheets are on the board
in the hallway.

Ministry Fair is coming October 24th 
Various committees and groups will host tables in the Fellowship
Hall after the worship service. Please join us to learn more about
Lord of Life’s ministries and enjoy refreshments and fellowship
with us.

Camp Agapé Fall Work Day: October 16th
(Work starts at 8:30 am)

Calling All Volunteers!
The fall retreat season is just around the corner and camp needs
some tidying up! Enjoy fun and safe fellowship while you do God’s
Work – and best of all lunch will be prepared by Agapé’s fabulous
cook, Ms. Ann!
For more information or to register, contact Mir at
AceEd@agapekurebeach.org or (919) 552-9421.

Camp Agapé Dinner Club  October 26 (Meal served 6:30 pm)
Reserve your seats for this special socially distanced re-gathering! October’s menu TBD.
Contact Kyle today to reserve your seats! (919) 552-9421 or agape@agapekurebeach.org
Reservations requested by October 10th

