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WONDERMENTS FROM PASTOR WAYNE’S WORLD
I cannot recall my ever looking at the manner in
which we begin our worship. “The Grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
It starts with the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
That is, everything is freely given to us by the Grace of
Jesus. What a super way to begin worship,
acknowledging that our lives depend on the Grace of
Jesus. We also know that this Grace did not come
easy. The Nicene Creed we proclaim in the same
worship during this Easter season reminds us it had
not been easy. This Jesus became human like us, truly
human, according to the creed. The creed goes
immediately to Hs suffering; crucified. Crucified is
separate from His death because it has been said
crucifixion is extremely painful so much so that death
would be welcome. God in His love for us allowed His
Son to endure all that so that we might receive this
“Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
However, we acknowledge, we do not always
“Grasp that Love of God, embrace that Grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ.” That is when the Communion of
the Holy Spirit enters in. We live our lives in
Communion with the Holy Spirit. Paul in his letter to
Ephesians says the Holy Spirit seals us as belonging to
God, in other words, “The Holy Spirit Seals the Deal.”
“In Him you also, when you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in
Him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit, this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of His
glory.”
(Ephesians 1:13-14)

Thus, we really would be unable to live our lives in
Christ if not for the Holy Spirit; and we can add several
adjectives to Her role:
Guide: She guides us through our life.
Support: She stands by us in our time of need.
Comfort: bearing us up in times of grief.
Cheerleader: cheering us in our successful efforts
to be Christ-like.
Recently on Sunday mornings, one of us is
providing transportation for one of our members to
and from Sunday worship. Another is providing
transportation home after worship. And, of course,
others have been doing this quietly all along. The
Holy Spirit cheers them on; and She does all those
who have a role in providing hospitality for the Garner
Morning Rotary Club. They do this so the funds
received from Rotary may be used to enhance the
lives of people in need. The Holy Spirit is cheering all
on who are exhibiting Christ-like qualities in their
lives.
~ Pastor Wayne

From the Desk of
Your Council President
"In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind
of hard work we must help the weak, remembering
the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
Acts 20:35, NIV
Your Church Council continues to work hard for
you. IF you have a concern, PLEASE attend one of the
Small Group sessions OR speak to any Council
member so it can be discussed at our next meeting.
We need to HEAR from everyone!! We are
discussing ways to make communication better at
Lord of Life. We had an incident today, someone
complained about something that was bothering
them. A member of the congregation heard the
complaint and thought "I can fix that". And did, BUT
the "fix" inhibited something else that occurs on a
weekly basis. Lessons learned is to ask first and
everything works together. We have committees.
Granted you will not get a quick response because we
are all volunteers but it means that more than one
person is aware of the change.
We announced at the Annual Meeting that we
were behind in contributions by $10,000 in January.
The Parish Committee had a Build Back our Church
campaign at that time. Thanks to the MANY members
of the congregation, we are currently only $1,000
behind in contributions for the year. I expect that we
will fall behind again BUT we will NOT be as far away
from our goal as we would have been without the
congregation's support!
THANKS are inadequate for
what each of you have
done! But Thanks!!!!
Before the Pandemic,
we had a builder give an
estimate on kitchen
renovations. We decided to
gather that amount of
money BEFORE we started

the renovations. Then COVID!!! The cost of the
kitchen renovation has more than doubled AND the
builder is no longer available. So the Council decided
the first priority is to address our outdated electrical
system for the church. You may be aware of the many
times we have tripped the breaker by overuse of
appliances in the kitchen. Our church electrical
system has been out of code for years and we feel this
is our number one priority. The Property Committee
has met with an electrician and is awaiting a quote for
the electrical renovation.
We spent a LOT of time discussing How to make
our church visible; how to promote the church? We
discussed updating our signage and moving the sign to
be near the driveway instead at the corner of Buffaloe
and Aversboro. If you have other suggestions to bring
in new members, we are listening!
I saw in the ELCA New Brief from the NC Synod
that we lost Pastor Bill Smith recently. He was 90
years old and did many great things with his life.
What caught my eye was his favorite saying, "Leave
love in your path." I really like that thought. Our
world would be a kinder place if we all left love in our
path every day. Just something to think about.
Consider every day where can you give kindness when
you really want to dump your anger? Something I
work on every day!
And finally, Relay for Life! Thank you for the
majority of the congregation that participated in the
Relay for Life fundraiser on April 9th. We did the same
old, boring fundraiser BUT it is effective. We had the
silent auction, reverse raffle and sale of BBQ
sandwiches from Ole Time Barbecue. And the actual
Relay was held on Saturday, April 23rd. A special
thanks to Mary from Rotary who helped me set up the
campsite on Saturday morning and Sarah Watkins and
Rita Clark who helped me take down the campsite in
the DARK on Saturday night. As a team, we raised
over $1,200 for the American Cancer Society which
gives a majority of this money toward cancer
research.
Again, thank you is inadequate for my
level of gratitude for the many members
that contributed to our overall success.
And my final thought is that it is okay
to complain about something that you
see that is not right, but it is not alright to
keep complaining and not fixing the
problem. Be part of the solution!
Blessings,
Alecia Harrison, Council President

In the chaos of the world today it is easy to forget
about the amazing gift of love. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
reminds us that love is patient and kind. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, and
endures all things. This love is what God has
commanded us to do for one another. He
demonstrated this love repeatedly throughout His life

and finally culminated this love through His crucifixion
and victory over death we just celebrated.
In times when it is hard to remember to love, I can
find earthly examples through our moms. May is the
month we celebrate Mother’s Day, but I think it is a
holiday that should be celebrated year-round.
Mothers are fearless, they are your fiercest advocates,
they love endlessly even when we are not deserving,
and they celebrate your victories as much as they
grieve your defeats.
I wish to extend to you all the grace and love that
none of us deserve but are adorned with daily by
Jesus. I want to thank all the mothers who
demonstrate a worldly example of this unearned love.
Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers but most
especially to my mom, Alecia Harrison.
~ Lori Harrison
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Social Concerns...
Busy as Bees!
Are any of us ever NOT busy? Nope! So, multiply
that by seven (plus two for Pastor) and you’ve got the
Social Concerns Ministry! April rolled into May nonstop and I do mean rolled! Thanks for your support.
To bring you up to date, our collective Wake-Up
and Read Book Drive netted 177 books that we
donated from Lord of Life. In addition, we granted the
single scholarship request to spend an entire week
this summer at Camp Agapé (our Acolyte, Antonio
Smith). To aid and support of the people in the
Ukrainian conflict as they attempt to maintain control
of their country from the military invasion of Russian
forces, we funded two assisting organizations for a
total of $1,500; they are Lutheran World Relief and
Samaritan’s Purse.
There was a different kind of music in our lives on
April 2nd. Our Ministry was a key factor in the Marine
Corps Military Band Luncheon that was held in our
Fellowship Hall. Stephenson’s Bar-B-Q sponsored the
meal of fried chicken, pork barbeque, hush puppies &
coleslaw totally free of charge... free! (effort led by
Barbara Kyles). Desserts, drinks, dinnerware, and
paper products were provided by Lord of Life and
volunteering members. Kudos also to Helen
Holderman and Pastor Wayne for spearheading this
effort on behalf of all who worked.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! As you are aware, the
Rotary Breakfast activity that takes place every
Wednesday is the primary source of income for Social
Concerns. The funds generated here enable us to
make contributions of all kinds both locally, in and out
of this community, and abroad. There is no
guesswork inherent in this effort! We would NOT be
able to offer services to the needy if not for providing
the Rotary Breakfasts. This is where we now need
help! Our long-time permanent volunteer, Don Craig
is relocating.
1) Please consider helping out on Wednesday
mornings either before OR after;

2) consider a rotation effort for one Wednesday
each month; or
3) jump right in and commit to a specific
timeframe.
Please see Helen Holderman to offer your help.
Many thanks to you for all you do:
“For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall
be much required: and to whom men have committed
much, of him they will ask the more.”
Luke 12:48
Gale Isaacs & Alecia Harrison
Co-chairs

Altar Guild members are also ministers of the
worship space and prepare the physical space for the
corporate liturgical life of the congregation.
Thank you to Sylvia Lambert who set the altar in
January, Helen Holderman in February, Barbara Kyles
for March, and Grace Barnes for April.
The Altar Guild held a meeting April 9th. Sylvia
Lambert will prepare for communion for May and
Sarah Watkins will do June.
We appreciate those who have given funds for
candles, and flowers, and wine.
We give thanks to the Lord for our wonderful Lord
of Life family.
~ Ginny King

We’re Missing You
Farewell to thee! but not farewell
To all my fondest thoughts of thee:
Within my heart they still shall dwell;
And they shall cheer and comfort me.
– Anne Brontë
Dear Friends, thank you for sharing your friendship
with me. If you are no longer here among us, I
haven’t forgotten you… I won’t… I can’t; just know
that I am celebrating you here on earth.
We are grieving... collectively, because of so many
things happening at once. Of course, people come
first and the people we love come first-est (a newly
invented superlative). A few of my long-ago past
articles were based on a couple of singular
experiences with Paula, and I wrote articles as a result
of my relationship with Dave as well. There are
additional people here at Lord of Life whom I love...
no ifs, ands, or buts... just love. Like many of you, I
have exchanged emotional snippets of specific
interactions with our friend and subsequently
abandoned the snippets in exchange for the whole
gamut... at least for all the memories that flood my
mind.
Right now, I’m not feeling melancholy or
down; I just want to revel in the glory of friendship
for a bit. Sure, I’ve written about friendship
before, usually for the reason that one of my
friends ‘did something’ (I’m smiling), but from
varied perspectives. Still, the one thing that has
remained absolutely static is the fact that I
sincerely ascribe to the notion that friendship is
God’s greatest gift. While all the friendship quotes
that we find in cards, on plaques, and in those
little “Friends Forever” books are cute, some are
very descriptive of a close relationship; that’s what
friendship is... a vibrant connection, and I am one
of those friend-people who lacks a grading order
of affection for friends and family based on
category.
Oh, how I would love to hear another Mae
West sarcasm or receive another birthday card
packed with wit and cynicism (actually, I did
receive another this year... I’ll never tell!). I
celebrated as if they were with me and, who
knows, perhaps they were. The thing is, though,
although they are still ‘regulars’ in my life, and
everyone says they are here in spirit, I want more.

I want something that spiritually and intellectually I
know I cannot have. I only know how I feel! Do I feel
cheated? Yes! Do I want more time? Yes! Do I
understand? Definitely... it’s God’s Will! It’s God’s
perfect plan that has been in play since the beginning
of time... it’s a unique plan because He knows all that
will take place for each of us individually.
I usually feel a kinship with the first two verses of
chapter three from the Book of Ecclesiastes, “For
everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
planted.” I have no skepticism on the matter, I just
want it to cease looping in my head... I want it to go
away. Then, thoughts of my departed friends edge out
the verses and I honestly laugh out loud because I
hear them laughing at me for my attitude! That’s their
comeback for this ‘head-heart-space’ I’ve created... I
can hear them saying it was their turn... I can hear
them saying “we miss y’all too” ... and I know in my
heart that they’re keeping tabs on all of us still living
who love them. And given that circumstance, I am
comforted when you, my friend are celebrated by all
of us missing you my dear, dear friend. We’ll catch
you later. Be blessed.
Gale J. Isaacs

FATHER STU: A Review:
To say that the film “Father Stu” is a must see does not
adequately describe how good it truly is. And you do not
have to be Roman Catholic to understand. Although it is
about the Catholic Church and one of its own, Father Stu, it
is really about the people of the Church and their
relationship with God and with Father Stu. So if you want to
obtain an understanding of what it would be like having no
relationship with God, the Church, and God’s people, this
film will help you understand. If you want to get an
understanding of what the laity can accomplish, that is the
“people of the Church,” this film will increase your
understanding. If you want to hear some very fine quotes
which you will struggle to remember, this may seem like a
movie that lifts quotes from the book of Proverbs. Here is
one that I tried to remember, but not verbatim: “You will
encounter many things that happen to you in your life that
will make you angry, but all you need is one positive aspect
of your life which will result in gratitude and you won’t need
anything else for a while.”
Stuart Long or “Father Stu” reminded me of a little girl in
the neighborhood of the first church I served in upstate New
York who one day outside of the church asked me “what
goes on in THAT building?” meaning the church. I took her
inside to show her and asked her to bring her family to
worship.
Stu was that girl. He was “empty” of any spirituality, any
knowledge of the Church or desire to gain any knowledge of
the Church. He started from ground zero and we watch him
evolve and his life quickly moves along; without huge
obstacles placed in front of him.
Stu is one of a minority of Christians, including Catholics
and Lutherans who “come to God and the Church”. He is
also in the minority as to the strength of his commitment to
God, the Church, and God’s people. The film demonstrates
that there is no distinction between the length of time that
one is committed to God and the Church. This movie will be

a challenge for me not to give aspects of it away and spoil it.
Suffice it to say this is the first movie that I will plan on
purchasing when it comes out on DVD so that I can gleam all
kinds of quotes from it for sermons and my personal benefit.
Mark Wahlberg has had a very successful year adding
this film to his work in “Uncharted.” I predict he will be
nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor. Mel
Gibson realistically portrayed Stu’s sometimes absent father
even though Stu would say his heavenly Father was always
present. I include the Church as one of the actors and it
lived up to its very human, loving and unloving role
supporting its people and priests. Overall, the film greatly
exceeded my expectations. I welcome any questions, see it
and be inspired.

~ Pastor Wayne

Article by Debra Dean Murphy, Associate Professor of
Religion at West Virginia Wesleyan College
There are more than 200 references to walking in the
Bible. Some have to do with physical mobility (“take up
your bed and walk”). Many are metaphorical, like Micah’s
famous dictum that ends with the phrase “walk humbly
with your God.” There is also much talk of paths –ancient
paths and slippery paths, paths of the wicked and of the
upright, crooked paths and straight ones. The earliest
Christians were called people who belonged to the Way,
which suggests that discipleship from the beginning was a
collective movement, with fellow travelers bound to each
other in mutual care and affection. Certain strands of
modern Protestantism would come to promote a more
private spiritual project, posing questions like, “How is
your walk with Jesus?”
In recent months I have found myself walking more
than I ever have in my life. I walked for the benefits to my
physical well-being. (I ran a good bit, too, but that is a
different thing, with other associations to the Christian
life.) I walked to relieve my mental and emotional stress–
to work some things out in my head and heart. And I
walked to transport myself from hotel, to train, to
hospital, and back again many times while my son was ill
for several days in a faraway city.
I don’t think my experiences of walking were at all
exceptional. From the ancient peripatetic philosophers to
Bash, Rousseau, Thoreau, and–in our own time–Rebecca
Solnit, human beings have long reflected on the deeply
human action of bipedal motion. But, as with most things,
when it’s your own experience it feels singular and
revelatory.
The headspace one can free up as a regular walker
makes possible epiphanies both prosaic and powerful. I
was reminded of an essay by the humorist David Sedaris
in which he chronicles his obsession with his Fitbit and the
self-imposed pressure to continually increase one’s daily
step count. I’ll say here only that the temptation is real.
But freedom from our devices is also a gift of mindful
walking. We live so much of our lives in virtual spaces,
interacting—even with those in close physical proximity
to us—across digital platforms that are simultaneously

everywhere and nowhere. But when we walk, we
traverse geography at scale—moving through real time
and real space with our real bodies. If the phone is
pocketed and ignored, it is possible even to perceive
differently, to engage all of the senses, to be aware of
one’s body and the parallel rhythms of walking and
breathing, step-taking and heart-beating, moving with
intention and thinking with precision. In Solnit’s
enchanting book Wanderlust, she quotes someone who
says that in the experience of walking, “you can’t escape
yourself.”
There are also cultural assumptions and practices
about walking that reveal themselves. A guy walking
confidently down the street is a man on a mission; a
woman doing the same is subject to moral scrutiny, her
walking often perceived more as performance than as
transport. Walking as workout is clearly not the same as
walking while homeless, and the privilege some of us
have can make us unduly romantic and embarrassingly
unaware.
In many religious traditions, pilgrimage is a form of
walking that holds together the spiritual and the
material, the journey and the arrival. Historically, pilgrims
were not physically fit but often frail, walking great
distances to reach healing wells and holy relics that
would confer a blessing and restore well-being. Then and
now, to make a pilgrimage is to walk not only in time and
space but in a story. The hajj, for instance, highlights the
significance of Abraham (Ibrahim) for Islam, and Muslim
pilgrims from around the world enact ritualized walking
in the city of Mecca, dressed identically in simple white
clothing meant to conceal wealth and social status. The
story of St. James the apostle’s evangelizing work in
Spain anchors the Santiago de Compostela, a/k/a the
Camino (“the Way”). Most who walk this 500-mile trek
attest to Thomas Merton’s insight that “the geographical
pilgrimage is the symbolic acting out of an inner
journey.”
Walking the Camino may be on my bucket list, but
every day that I choose to walk mindfully—in my
neighborhood, on my campus, on the streets of
unfamiliar cities—is an opportunity to despiritualize
geography: to be attentive to the spaces, places, people,
creatures on the path in front of me and alongside me.
We are all of us fellow pilgrims on this journey, bearing
unseen burdens, looking for healing and holiness, even if
we cannot fully name that longing. There is something
sacred in this: choosing to love the world at the speed of
walking and to recognize the shared, if unspoken,
vulnerabilities of all whom we meet. Doesn’t “walk
humbly with your God” mean at least that?

Continued from previous page …
I couldn’t write this column without walking it into
being, so to speak. There are “surprises, liberations, and
clarifications,” as Solnit put it, in rising from my chair,
closing the laptop, and setting forth on foot to
experience walking’s peculiar utility for thinking. It’s a
privilege, I know, and I try not to take it for granted. I
commend it to you, dear reader, and wish you well on
your own journey.

We pray for our world
and those in it with hope for
our future.
Sharon Vietri; Monna
Stamm; Alecia Harrison –
recovering from knee
surgery; Linda Hash’s
brother, Charles Barlow, and
sister-in-law, Beth Hash
Lennon; Lisa Grayson; Connie Fortmeyer; Agnes
Beecham; Kathi Tichansky’s friend, Sarah Bell – bad fall
and broken vertebrae; Sylvia Lambert’s niece, Lori Wise
– cancer; Sheryll Albert’s father, John Pope, and his
wife, Barbara Pope; Jim Powers; Shirley Poole; Jonathan
McCoy; Bob Savoysky – pancreatic cancer; Gary
Dubnansky; Karen Morassi, cousin of Anne Marie
Dubnansky; Ingrid Albee, long-time friend of the
Dubnansky’s; Rebecca Swanson’s nephew, Dr. David
Shaefer, and her great niece, Hope Emmaline; Mary
Langworthy’s mother, Evelyn Peterson – broken femur;
Mary Langworthy’s brother, Tom Schmidt; Lora Clark’s
friend, Rebecca Bowman, recovering; Dennis King;
Ginny King’s niece, Robin Littleton – recurrence of
breast cancer; Peg Stamp, myeloma; friend of Julia
Lochra, Tom Chism – ALS; Kathryn Lochra, Julia’s sister;
Tess Andrews brother, David Van Benschoten, multiple
myeloma; Lindsay Crocker’s Nephew, Daniel Harman,
health and healing; Pam Klawiter’s co-worker, Carolyn
Harbertson, breast
cancer; Holly Hans’
sister, Heather
House and her
family; Holly Hans’
mother, Carol
Hardy; Susie,
Benjamin and Bryce
Lowe.
Please pray for safety for EVERYONE in Ukraine.

There is a sign-up
sheet on the bulletin
board in the hallway. So far only 3 people
have signed up. Join us for a fun outing!

May
May 6
May 10
May 11
May 14
May 17
May 22

Carla Niemann
Mary Cook
Leslie Hash
Sharyl Eggert
Virginia King
Tucker Britt

June
June 4
June 5
June 8
June 10
June 12
June 14
June 18
June 20
June 28

Karen Post
Wesley Patrick Niemann
Amy Cook
Lori Harrison
Monna Stamm
Rachel Austin
Seth Rebbeor
Jean Marie Dubnansky
Barbara Proper
Susie Lowe
Ray Green

