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Today we encounter the paradox that defines our faith:  Jesus Christ is glorified 
king and humiliated servant.  We too are full of paradox:  Like Peter, we fervently 
desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God.  We wave palms in 
celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation 

as his path leads to death on the cross.  Amid it all we are invited into this 
paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a 

meal of bread and wine.  We begin this week that stands at the center of the 
church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work.



 

The congregation gathers outside the entrance. 
 

 
 

Presentation of the Palms 
 
P. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C. Hosanna in the highest 
 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 21:1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

C. Glory to you, O Lord. 



 
 
 
P. The gospel of the Lord   

C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 
 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
P. We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of Kings by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palm in his path.  We ask that you bless these branches and 
those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our Lord and King, and follow 
him with perfect confidence, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen 



Opening Hymn    All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 



Prayer of the Day 

A. Let us pray 

C. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross.  In your mercy enable us to share in 
his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens -- wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught.  The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  I 
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting.  The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who are 
my adversaries?  Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

L. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 

Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human 
likeness. 
And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

L. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless       vs. 1 ELW 357 



 
(Congregational Reading) 

 



 



 



 





 



 





Hymn Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless       vs. 2 ELW 357 
 
Sermon Pastor John Petry 
 
Hymn of the Day Go to Dark Gethsemane        vs. 1 thru3 ELW 347 
 

THE EUCHARIST 

 
The Prayers 

A. Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence 

 Save your church, O God.  Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.  With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, and other 
ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all.  Merciful God, 

C. receive our prayer. 

 

P. We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C. Amen 
 
 
 
 
The Peace 

P. Jesus said:  Peace I leave with you;  
my peace I give to you.   
Do not let your hearts be troubled.   
May his peace be with you always. 

C. and also with you.   
 
 
 
 
Offering 
 
Anthem  Chief of Sinners Though I Be ~ L. Larson Choir 



Create in Me 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A. God of good gifts, receive these all our offerings as we present them in faithful 
service for the sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this 
meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of 
eternal life. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 
 
P. Lift up your hearts. 

C. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P. It is indeed right . . . . .  



Sanctus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lenten Eucharistic Prayer 
 

(We Sing) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 
 



Invitation to Communion 

P. Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

C. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymns 

   Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless   - vs. 3   ELW 357 
   Beneath the Cross of Jesus    ELW 338 
   Christ, the Life of All the Living    ELW 339 
   O Lord, Hear My Prayer     ELW 751 
 
Post Communion Blessing  

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

A. Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.  With the eyes of our 
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch 
the world with your love. 

C. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P. God, the giver of love, † Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 

C. Amen 
 
Sending Hymn Alas!  And Did My Savior Bleed ELW 337 
 
Dismissal 

A. Go in peace.  Serve in love. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude Brad Hunnicutt 



Servers for Sunday, April 2nd 

Assisting Minister .............................  Shannon Thomsen 
Reader  ....  Sharyl Eggert, Gerry Havenstein, Gale Isaacs 
Altar Guild   ..................................................  Ginny King 
Greeters / Counters   ...  Tess Andrews / Alecia Harrison 
Acolyte   .................................................. Antonio Smith 

 

 
Honor a loved one by making a donation for the candles in the 

sanctuary for the month or the flowers that beautify the church each 
Sunday. Sign-up sheet is on the board in the hallway. 

 

 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board in the hallway. 

The cost per Lily will be $9. 
 
 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th, Service at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 7th, Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9th, Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am 

Worship Service with Holy Communion at 10:00 am 

 


