Isaiah 5:1-2
“Now I will sing for the one I love a
song about His vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a rich and fertile
hill. He plowed the land, cleared its

stones, and planted it with the best
vines. In the middle He built a
watchtower and carved a winepress
in the nearby rocks.”

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 8, 2023
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Setting Four

Iu today's gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable,
which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission,
and Onrist’s death. For Onristians, the vineyard alse speaks
of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for
the forgivewess of sin. Grafted owto Christ the vine at baptisim,
we are vourished with wive and bread so that we may share
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.



Prelude

oys & Goncerns

Confession and Forgiveness

P. Blessed be God, the one who forms us, T Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete.
C. Amen

P. Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

R

Steadfast and faithful God,

C. you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.
We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.
For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation,
forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P. Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is
beyond compare. InJesus, God is always making a new way for us. In T Christ, you are
already and always forgiven

C. Amen

Gathering Hymn Come, We That Love the Lord ELW 625

The Greeting

P. From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.
C. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

A. Let us pray

C. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of
your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us
to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

First Reading

my love-song
concerning his
vineyard:

My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

He dug it and cleared it of
stones, and planted it
with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.

What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?

And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard.

| will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;

| will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

| will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;

| will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;

he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

L. Word of God. Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.



s SRR LR SR

Psalm 80:7-15 Read in Unison

Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.

You have brought a vine ' out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and | planted it.

You cleared the ! ground for it;
it took root and ! filled the land.

The mountains were covered ! by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.

You stretched out its tendrils ! to the sea
and its branches ! to the river.

Why have you broken | down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes?

The wild boar of the forest has ! ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have ! grazed upon it.

Turn now, O | God of hosts,
look | down from heaven;

behold and ! tend this vine;
preserve what your right "hand has planted.



Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than
that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in
order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow | may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already g b ONn,
reached the goal; but | press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, |
do not consider that | have made it my own; but this
one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.

L. Word of God. Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.

toward the goal to win

the prize for which

God has called me
heavenward

in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3:14

Gospel Acclamation
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P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put
a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

P. The Gospel of the Lord.
C. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon John Petry, Interim Pastor



Hymn of the Day The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729

The Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the Virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

A. Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all in need.

A brief silence

God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your
church throughout the world, that together we press on toward the goal of your
heavenly call in Jesus Christ. God of grace,

C. hear our prayer.

P. Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C. Amen.



The Peace
P. Jesus said, Peace | leave with you; my peace | give

to you.

Do not let your hearts be troubled. May His peace be with you always.

C. And also with you.

The Offering
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Offertory Prayer

A. God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table,
that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer ol o
Lord's

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

P. Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. Everyone is invited, no exceptions.
C. Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Do this in

remembranc €

Communion Music
Jesus Loves Me! ELW 595
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517

Post Communion Blessing

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his peace.
C. Amen



Post Communion Prayer

A. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to
your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C. Amen.

Blessing

P. The God of glory, T Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you,
bless you now and forever.
C. Amen.

Sending Hymn God Loved the World ELW 323

Dismissal

A. Go in peace. God is at work in you.
C. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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WALK. GIVE. CHANGE THE WORLD.

October 29", 2 pm CROP Hunger Walk Gr 5 -ﬁ; Af&ﬂ;
Flowers this week are provided by Julia Lochra CROP HUNG WALK

in celebration of Helen Lochra’s Birthday.

OCTOBER 29, 2023

RALEIGH, NORTH CARCLINA

Greater Triangle Area CROP Hunger
Walk

First Baptist Church parking lot
GPS - 176 Hillsborough Street
Raleigh, NC 27503

Candles for the month of October given by Julia Lochra in honor of many family birthdays.



Family of Peg Stamp

Family of Ellis (Tony) Guedel

Family of Tomma Hargraves

Family of Monna Stamm

Forrest Smith —recovering from ablation

Rita’s co-worker, Elizabeth Alexander — colon cancer

Kathy Hart’s brother, Dan — recovering from a stroke

Ginny King’s sister, Mary Anna Strickler — broken hip; hip replacement

Sylvia Lambert’s grandson, lan — deployment to Republic of Niger, West Africa
Tess Andrews’ brother, David Van Benschoten

Wendy Casey’s mom, Barbara — under hospice care Diana Havenstein

Lora Clark’s friend, Rebecca Bowman — recovering Rob Havenstein

Clyde Bogle’s sister-in-law, Wanda - cancer Donna Hannah — bad fall
Sheryll’s friend Tony — terminal cancer Mary Ann Jackson  Dayshaun
Mr. Smith, neighbor of Carolyn Watkins Nick & Sharon Vietri

Father of Julya Mirro - (Gale’s friend) Jonathan McCoy Jim Powers
Holly Hans’ sister, Heather House & her family Holly Han’s mother, Carol Hardy
Linda Hash’s brother, Charles Barlow Andrew Avakian — MS

Linda Hash’s sister-in-law, Beth Hash Lennon
Pam Klawiter’s co-worker, Carolyn Harbertson — breast cancer
Tim & Rita’s sister-in-law, Jane Clark — breast cancer has returned
Rebecca Swanson’s sister in PA — Post Polio Syndrome
Rebecca Swanson’s nephew — Dr. David Shaefer
Sheila Dorey — recovering from angioplasty
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