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Setting 8 

 

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely 

reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the 

Lord’s coming.  The reading from Isaiah gives the context for 

this radical call:  the assurance of forgiveness that encourages 

us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle 

with the little ones.  Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with 

John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is 

coming!”  We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it 

with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.



 
 
 
 
Prelude Improvisation on My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 
 
This setting of the Magnificat is based on an English folk tune, which was arranged by the 
famous English Composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us 
with salvation. 

C. Amen 

 

P. God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. 
 Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P. Everlasting God, 
C. you love justice and you hate wrongdoing.  We confess the fear, greed, and self-

centeredness that make us reluctant to work against oppression.  We are complicit in 
systems of exploitation.  We choose comfort over courage.  We are careless with 
creation’s bounty.  Look upon us with mercy.  Turn our hearts again to you.  Make us 
glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world.  Amen 

 

P. Hear these words of assurance:  God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers 

you with robes of righteousness.  In the tender compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven.  God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. 

C. Amen 



Gathering Hymn Hark!  A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding ELW 246 
 

 
 
Greeting 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 



 
 

 
 

  P. For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
   for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
   let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

  C. Refrain 

  P. That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
   that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
   let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

  C. Refrain 

  P. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
   for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
   let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

  C. Refrain 

  P. For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
   that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
   let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

  C. Refrain 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 

A.  Let us pray. 
C. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  By his coming 

strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen 

 
 
First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s 
people in Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a 
shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only 
enduring reality in life is the word of God. 
 

1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  3A voice cries out:  “In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  4Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain.  5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  6A voice says, “Cry out!”  And I said, 
“What shall I cry?”  All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  7The 
grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the 
people are grass.  8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever.  9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of 
Judah,  “Here is your God!”  10See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  11He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently 
lead the mother sheep. 

L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 

P. Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start 
again.  You fasten righteousness around your waist 
and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.   
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these 
simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in 
the paths we prepare.   
We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or 
destroy over all the earth. 

C. Amen 
 
 

 

 
Second Reading  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of 
Jesus, especially concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author 
of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord 
through conduct dedicated to God. 

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day.  9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance.  10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be 
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 



of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements 
will melt with fire?  13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

P. The holy gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter. 
 
Mark 1:1-8 

 

The Gospel of Mark does not begin 
with a story of Jesus’ birth but with 
the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness:  Prepare the way of the 
Lord.  

 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’ ”  4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 



repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5And people from the whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins.  6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals.  8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.”  
 
P. The gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon  John Petry, Interim Pastor 
 
 
Hymn of the Day Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263 
 
 
 

The Apostles' Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
  and born of the Virgin Mary, 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 



Prayers of Intercession 

A. With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
await God’s day of restoration. 

A brief silence 

 Send forth your faithful people with words of promise and forgiveness. Teach your 
church to be bold in revealing your good news in word and in deed. Merciful God, 

C. receive our prayer. 

A. Reveal your majesty in mountain peaks, flowing rivers, and blossoming wilderness 
roads. Heal the earth where it longs for renewal (especially). Bring wholeness to the 
earth and all its creatures. Merciful God, 

C. receive our prayer. 
Other prayers 

P. Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy. 

C. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

P. The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 
 
Anthem    I Am Available to You, O Lord  

Words and Music, Abe Cáceres (c) 2012 World House Music, CCLI # 5610930 
 
Offertory Prayer 

A. God our provider, 
C. by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth.  Receive and bless these 

gifts of your own bounty.  Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness 
for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P. It is right that…..we praise your holy name saying: 



The Sanctus 

 
 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P. There is a place for you at the banquet.  Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
Everyone is invited, no exceptions. 

C. Amen. 



Hymn Give Me Jesus,  vv. 1 & 5 ELW 770 
 
Communion Hymns 

    Beautiful Savior      ELW 838 
    When in Our Music God Is Glorified   ELW 850 
 
Post Communion Blessing 

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C. Amen 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

A. Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see 
together.  Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation 
and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 

P. The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of 

the Spirit ☩ remain upon you now and forever. 
C. Amen 
 
Sending Hymn How Firm a Foundation ELW 796 
 
Dismissal 

A. Go in peace.  Keep awake. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

REMINDER:  Wednesday evenings during Advent – December 13 & 20 – we will have 
Advent Midweek Worship Services at 7:00 pm. 

All are invited and encouraged to attend!! 



Servers for Sunday, December 10th: 

Assisting Minister ................  Shannon Thomsen 
Reader  ...............................  Shannon Thomsen 
Altar Guild  .......................................  Ginny King 
Greeters  ...........  Tim Clark / Shannon Thomsen 
Guest Musician  .......................  Dr. Abe Cáceres 

Sign-up sheets for the various worship assistant slots are on the board in the hallway. 
Please consider spending time giving glory to God by filling one of these positions on a 
Sunday. 

 

Candles in the sanctuary this month are provided by 
Matt & Larissa Himmeger, in Loving Memory of Earl Himmeger and Val Borysiewicz. 

 
 

 

Social  Concerns 
Angel  Tree 

 

We have changed the process and the 
recipients.  We are buying gifts for 
Lawndale Assisted Living.  They have 39 
residents ... 30 women and 9 men. 
And this year, we have done the shopping 
for you! 

Each blanket costs just $10. 

Choose a blanket, put the tag on it, place in 
the paid blanket bin, sign the list and pay a 
committee member.  We accept cash or 
checks made out to "Social Concerns 
Committee".  We are also collecting travel 
sized toiletries until December 17th. 
 

After Worship Fellowship today is 

provided by the Men’s Group 



 
 
 
 

      December 24th
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 January 7th  
 
 

 

      January 14th
  

 
 
 
 
 

 January 21st 
 
 

 

 

      January 28th  
 



 


