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Christ is risen!  Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death 

forever.  With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make 

of the empty tomb.  But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, 

praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 

resurrection.  In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and 

depart to share this good news with all the world.  Alleluia! 



Prelude  Dr. Marsha Vanderwerff 
 

 

 Pastor Wolfgang Herz-Lane 

 
 
P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
C. Amen 

P. Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia! 
 
P. Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and 
water became the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.  The ark 
carried your creation through the flood into a new day.  Miriam led the dancing as your 
people passed through the sea into freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P. At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By 

the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling 
love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and 
praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
P. Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia!  
 
The Peace 

P. Jesus said:  Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
May His peace be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 



Gathering Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365 
 

 

Greeting 

P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
 

 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
 that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
For life and for love, for our work and our play, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
 For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
 That you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
 Let us pray to the Lord, lt us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 



This is the feast . . .  

 

 



 
 
Prayer of the Day 

A. Let us pray ...  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.  
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
First Reading 
 

Peter crosses the immense religious 
and social boundary that separates 
Jews from Gentiles in order to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection, so that 
God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name 
would reach out to all people. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]:  “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  36You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced:  38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 



him.  39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading 
 

The core of the Christian faith 
and Paul’s preaching is the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  As the crucified and 
risen Christ appeared to the 
earliest of his followers, so we 
experience the presence of the 
Risen One in the preaching of 
this faith. 
 

 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, 
if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
vain. 
3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received:  that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve.  6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have died.  7Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles.  8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  9For I am the least of 
the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10But by 
the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain.  On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me.  11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P. The holy gospel according to John, chapter twenty.  

C. Glory to you, O God.  

 
This morning begins 
with confusion: the 
stone has been moved 
and the tomb is empty. 
Disciples arrive, then 
angels, and finally 
Jesus himself. Out of 
the confusion, hope 
emerges, and a 
weeping woman 
becomes the first to 
confess her faith in the 
risen Lord.  

 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  2So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  3Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.  4The two were running together, but 



the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5He bent down to look in and saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  6Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  8Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  10Then the disciples 
returned to their homes.  
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 
at the head and the other at the feet.  13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.”  14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus.  15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are 
you looking for?”  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  16Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!”  She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  17Jesus 
said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’ ”  18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 
P. The gospel of the Lord.  
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon “The Lord of Life” Pastor Wolfgang 
 
Hymn of the Day I KnowThat My Redeemer Lives! ELW 619 



The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the Virgin Mary, 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A. Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence 

 Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is persecuted, 
protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the church is fractured, 
heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world. God of grace, 

C. hear our prayer. 

A. Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with branches 
lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim Easter hope. 
God of grace, 

C. hear our prayer. 
Other prayers 

 
P. Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C. Amen. 



The Offering 
 
 
Anthem You Are Holy (Prince of Peace)      ~ Marc Imboden/Tammi Rhoton Choir 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of 
your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine. 

C. Amen.  
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people 
to cleanse their hearts and prepare with 
joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in 
the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



The Sanctus 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P. The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  Come and eat at God’s 
table.  Everyone is invited, no exceptions. 

C. Alleluia! 



Lamb of God 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion  

   Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus  ELW 392 
   Here I Am Lord  ELW 574 
   Alleluia!  Jesus Is Risen!  ELW 377 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

P. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.  
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy 
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C. Amen 
 



Benediction 

P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C. Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

P. The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ 
bless you now and always. 

C. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn Thine Is the Glory ELW 376 
 
Dismissal 

A.  Alleluia!  Go in peace.  Rejoice and be glad. 
C. Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
                     

                                             to those who purchased  

                                 Easter Lilies: 
  

Michael & Sharyl Eggert, in honor of God’s many blessings 

Linda Hash, in memory of Dave Hash 

Margaret Herz-Lane, in memory of Myron L. Lane 

Margaret Herz-Lane, in memory of L. Frances Cabel 

Helen Holderman, in memory of loved ones 

Ginny King, in memory of Dennis L. King 

Sylvia Lambert, in memory of loved ones 

Becky Roof, in honor of my family 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Servers for Easter Sunday, March 31st 

Assisting Minister ...............................  Shannon Thomsen 
Reader  .......................................................  Sharyl Eggert 
Altar Guild   .....................................................  Ginny King 
Greeters / Counters   .....  Linda Hash / Shannon Thomsen 
Acolyte   ..................................................... Antonio Smith 
 
 
Sign-up sheets for the various worship assistant slots are on the board in the hallway.  Please 
consider spending time giving glory to God by filling one of these positions on a Sunday. 
 
 
 

Candles this month are given by Sheryll Albert 
in thanksgiving for her husband Harry. 

 
 
Honor a loved one by making a donation for the candles in the sanctuary for the month or the 
flowers that beautify the church each Sunday.  Sign-up sheet is on the board in the hallway. 

 
 
 

 
 

     Saturday, April 6th 

          5-7 pm 
 

Relay for Life Fundraiser –  
in Fellowship Hall 

 

 Silent Auction - Start looking for your treasures to donate  
NOW!!! 

 Reverse Raffle - 75 cards will be available for a $5 donation; 
numbers will be called one at a time, the last 2 cards on the 
board will be a $10 prize for second to last, and $50 prize for the last card on the board 

 Delicious Ole Time Barbecue Plates – Donations to the American Cancer Society 
accepted 


