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This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus 

rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die 

on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents 

Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. 

Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect 

God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a 

new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion 

of God’s astonishing work.



 

The congregation gathers outside the entrance. 
 

 
 

Presentation of the Palms 
 
P. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C. Hosanna in the highest 
 

P. The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 21:1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds 
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 



 
P. The gospel of the Lord   
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
P. We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of Kings by those who scattered their 
garments and branches of palm in his path.  We ask that you bless these branches and 
those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our Lord and King, and follow 
him with perfect confidence, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen 
 
Processional Hymn We Are Marching in the Light ELW 866 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A. Let us pray . . .  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us 
to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
The Peace 

P. Jesus said:  Peace I leave with you;   
my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled.  
May His peace be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 
 
 
Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW 344 
 

The Passion According to Matthew 

C A S        
Narrator  Sharyl Eggert    

Jesus  Gerry Havenstein   High Priest  Mary Cook 

Judas  Gale Isaacs    Maid I and Maid II  Marsha Vanderwerff  

Peter  Shannon Thomsen   Pilate  Pastor Wolfgang 



 
(Congregational Reading) 

 



 



 



 





 



 



 



Sermon “A Different Kind of King” Pastor Wolfgang 
 
Hymn of the Day All Are Welcome ELW 641 
 
THE EUCHARIST 
 
The Prayers 

A. Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being 
of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence 

 Blessed One, today the church sings glad hosannas as we enter Holy Week. Prepare us to 
bear witness to Christ’s suffering and death endured for our sake. Gather your people 
around the cross and comfort us with resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 

C. your mercy is great. 

A. Renew your good creation and protect the balance of life on earth. Encourage the work of 
foresters, scientists, arborists, gardeners, and river keepers. We pray for the health of 
pollinating insects, songbirds, and native plants. Hear us, O God. 

C. Your mercy is great. 
 

Other prayers 
 
P. Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C. Amen 
 
Offering 
 
Anthem  Hosanna Choir 
 
Let the Vineyards … 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A. Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.  Bless these gifts that 
we have gathered that all people may know your goodness.  Feed us not only 
with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  We pray this in your 
name. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
P. The Lord be with you. 

C. And also with you. 
 
P. Lift up your hearts. 

C. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P. It is indeed right . . . . .  



Sanctus 

 

 
 
 
Lenten Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P. Bread for the journey.  A feast for hungry hearts.  Come!  Everyone is invited,  
no exceptions. 

C. Amen. 



Communion Hymns 
    Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  ELW 413 
    I Want Jesus to Walk with Me   ELW 325 
    Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ELW 338 
 
Post Communion Blessing  

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

A. Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.  As grains of wheat 
are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, 
the Bread of life. 

C. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P. Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.  God bless you and keep you, 

shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 
C. Amen 
 
Sending Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
 
Dismissal 

A. Go in peace.  Share your bread. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  



Servers for Sunday, March 24th 

Assisting Minister .............................  Shannon Thomsen 
Altar Guild   ..................................................  Ginny King 
Greeters / Counters   ..  Linda Hash / Shannon Thomsen 
Acolyte   .................................................. Antonio Smith 
 
 

 
Candles this month are provided by Sheryll Albert 

in thanksgiving for her husband Harry. 
 

Honor a loved one by making a donation for the candles in the 
sanctuary for the month or the flowers that beautify the church 

each Sunday. Sign-up sheet is on the board in the hallway. 
 

 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the 
bulletin board in the hallway. 

The cost per Lily is $10. 
 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 28th, Service at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, March 29th, Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday, March 31st, Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am 

Worship Service with Holy Communion at 10:00 am 

 


