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The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ 

brings us to life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and 

the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the 

shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his 

life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it 

means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of 

sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.



Prelude  Dr. Marsha Vanderwerff 
 

 

 Pastor Wolfgang Herz-Lane 

 
 
P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our 
joy. 

C. Amen 

P. Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia! 
 
P. Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 

us. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 
deep and water became the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 
rivers.  The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.  Miriam led 
the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land.  In a desert 
pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia! 
 
P. At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates 
of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
P. Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia!  
 
The Peace 

P. Jesus said:  Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
May His peace be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 



Gathering Hymn At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing ELW 362 
vs. 1-4 

 

Greeting 

P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie 
 

 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   Refrain 

 
 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
 that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   Refrain 

 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
For life and for love, for our work and our play, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   Refrain 

 
 For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
 That you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
 Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.   Refrain 



This is the feast . . .  

 

 



 
 
Prayer of the Day 

A. Let us pray . . .  O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and 
guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be 
whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
First Reading Acts 4:5-12 
 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were 
proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, 
Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ 
name to the religious authorities. 

 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas 
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family.  7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By 
what power or by what name did you do this?”  8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of 
a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.  11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 



12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 
L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading   1 John 3:16-24 
 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love.  
This is the very love we share with others, not just through our words but 
especially through our deeds.  In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 
commandments. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to 
lay down our lives for one another.  17How does God’s love abide in anyone who 
has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  19And by 
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything.  21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  24All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them.  And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



P. The holy gospel according to John, chapter ten.  
C. Glory to you, O God.  
 

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as 
the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he 
is able to overcome death for them. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.  12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them.  13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 
for the sheep.  14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father.  And I lay down my life for the sheep.  
16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.  I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  17For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  18No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it up again.  I have received this command from my Father.” 

P. The gospel of the Lord.  
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon “Wolves, Sheep, and Shepherds” Pastor Wolfgang 
 
 
Hymn of the Day If You But Trust in God to Guide You ELW 769 



The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the Virgin Mary, 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A. Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence 

 Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one 
another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and serve 
alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the gospel. God of 
grace, 

C. hear our prayer. 

A. Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, 
researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of 
caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world around us. God of 
grace, 

C. hear our prayer. 
Other prayers 

 
P. Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C. Amen. 



The Offering 

Anthem  In Remembrance of Me      ~Ragen Courtney & Buryl Red Choir 

Canticle Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689 

 

 

 
 
Offertory Prayer 

A. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be 
signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C. Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 



The Sanctus 

 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P. The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table.  Everyone is invited, no exceptions. 

C. Alleluia! 
 
Lamb of God 



 
 

Special Music   Deborah Bagby, Renita Buford, 
 & Anthony Emerson 

My Help Cometh From the Lord 

Old Glory 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

P. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 
love.  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C. Amen 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C. Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
P. The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

C. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW 789 



Dismissal 

A.  Alleluia!  Go in peace.  Rejoice and be glad. 
C. Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
Servers for Sunday, April 21st 

Assisting Minister/Reader ..............  Shannon Thomsen 
Reader   ......................................................  Mary Cook 
Altar Guild   ............................................  Barbary Kyles 
Greeters / Counters   .........  Tim Clark / Matt Himmeger 
Acolyte   .................................................. Antonio Smith 
 
Sign-up sheets for the various worship assistant slots are on the board in the hallway.  Please 
consider spending time giving glory to God by filling one of these positions on a Sunday. 

 
 

 
 Flowers this week are provided 

by Sylvia Lambert 
to God be the Glory! 

 
 

             Candles this month are given 
                                by Linda Hash 

                    in thankfulness for her LOL family. 
 
 
Honor a loved one by making a donation for the candles in the sanctuary for the month or the 
flowers that beautify the church each Sunday.  Sign-up sheet is on the board in the hallway. 

 
 

 


