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The Easter season is a week of weeks,  

seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, 

mostly through the glorious Gospel of John.  Today we gather with 

the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. 

With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in 

the broken bread.  From frightened individuals we are transformed into 

a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing 

such that no one among us is in need.



Prelude  Dr. Marsha Vanderwerff 
 

 

 Pastor Wolfgang Herz-Lane 

 
 
P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
C. Amen 

P. Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia! 
 
P. Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and 
water became the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.  The ark 
carried your creation through the flood into a new day.  Miriam led the dancing as your 
people passed through the sea into freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P. At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By 

the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling 
love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and 
praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
P. Look, here is water! 
C. Here is our water of life!  Alleluia!  
 
The Peace 

P. Jesus said:  Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
May His peace be with you always. 

C. And also with you. 



Gathering Hymn Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing ELW 389 
 

 

Greeting 

P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C. Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
 

 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
 That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
 that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
For life and for love, for our work and our play, 
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 
 
 For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
 That you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
 Let us pray to the Lord, lt us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 



This is the feast . . .  

 

 



 
 
Prayer of the Day 

A. Let us pray ...  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 
the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we 
say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
First Reading 
 

While the apostles testified to 
others about the resurrection 
of Jesus, the early Christian 
community shared what they 
owned or sold their 
possessions to help their 
fellow believers who were in 
need. 

 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.  33With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all.  34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  35They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 



L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Second Reading 

  1 John 1:1--2:2 
 

The opening of this letter serves 
as a reality check.  The reality of 
God is light, but our confessed 
reality has been sin.  God 
cleanses us from our sinful 
reality through Christ’s death so 
that we live in fellowship with 
Christ and walk in God’s light. 

 
1We declare to you what was from the 
beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to 
it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete. 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all.  6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin.  8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us. 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P. The holy gospel according to 

John, chapter twenty.  
C. Glory to you, O God.  

 
The story of Easter continues 
as the risen Jesus appears to 
his disciples.  His words to 
Thomas offer a blessing to all 
who entrust themselves in 
faith to the risen Lord. 

 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.”  20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 



24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came.  25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”  But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  27Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side.  Do not doubt but believe.”  28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book.  31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
P. The gospel of the Lord.  
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon "Seeing is believing ... or is it?" Pastor Wolfgang 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day The Risen Christ ELW 390 



The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the Virgin Mary, 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A. Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence 

 Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw near 
to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to 
your love. God of grace, 

C. hear our prayer. 

A. Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all 
growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and 
nurture plants into life. God of grace, 

C. hear our prayer. 
Other prayers 

 
P. Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C. Amen. 



The Offering 

Canticle Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689 

 

 

 
 

Anthem  Open the Eyes of My Hart Choir 

Offertory Prayer 

A. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of 
your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine. 

C. Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



The Sanctus 

 



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P. The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table.  Everyone is invited, no exceptions. 

C. Alleluia! 
 
Lamb of God 



 
 

Communion  

  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484 
  Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 473 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

P. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.  
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy 
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C. Amen 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

P. Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C. Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
P. The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
C. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW 860 



Dismissal 

A.  Alleluia!  Go in peace.  Rejoice and be glad. 
C. Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
 
Servers for Easter Sunday, April 7th 
Assisting Minister ...............................  Shannon Thomsen 
Reader  ..........................................................  Rena Bogle 
Altar Guild   ................................................  Barbary Kyles 
Greeters / Counters   ...........  Tim Clark / Matt Himmeger 
Acolyte   ..................................................... Antonio Smith 
 
Sign-up sheets for the various worship assistant slots are on the board in the hallway.  Please 
consider spending time giving glory to God by filling one of these positions on a Sunday. 
 
 
 

Candles this month are given by Linda Hash 
in thankfulness for her LOL family. 

 
 
Honor a loved one by making a donation for the candles in the sanctuary for the month or the 
flowers that beautify the church each Sunday.  Sign-up sheet is on the board in the hallway. 
 
 

A powerful guest preacher visits LOL on April 14:  
At the 10 am service, Rev. Dr. Mycal X. Brickhouse will bring the 
message. He is director for grants and leadership at Duke Divinity 
School in Durham and most recently served as pastor of Cary First 
Christian Church, one of Cary's historic Black churches. 

 
 
Two pastoral installations are coming up:   Next Sunday, April 14, 3 pm, Pastor Daniel 
Pugh will be installed as the 5th senior pastor of our partner church, Christ the King, 
Cary. Meet for carpooling at 2:15 pm in the LOL parking lot, or meet us at CTK, 600 
Walnut St., Cary. 

A week later, on April 21, 3:30 pm, our own Pastor Wolfgang officially takes office. 

Don't miss either of these special events! 


