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A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this 

observation in light of charges that he is possessed.  He is possessed, 

not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit.  We who have received the 

Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and 

resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ.  Those with whom 

we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family.  With them we go forth in 

peace to do the will of God.



 
Prelude  Marsha Vanderwerff 
 
 
 

 

 Pastor John Pearson 

 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
P. Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P. God, our provider, 
C. help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your 
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We 
take offense at your teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you.  
Where else can we turn?  Share with us the words of eternal life and 
feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 

 
 
P. Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed 

and nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more 

than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s 

mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Peace 

P. May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 
 
 
Gathering Hymn Bind Us Together WOV 748 

 



 
 
Greeting 

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C. And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 

 

 



Now the Feast and Celebration 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

A. Let us pray . . .  All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and 
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all 
evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
First Reading Genesis 3:8-15 

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from 
God. Neither takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, 
the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood as a 
messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s “offspring” 
with Christ. 

8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of 
the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and 
said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, 
  and between your offspring 
and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 

  and you will strike his heel.” 

 
L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 



 
 

Psalm 130   Spoken Responsively 
 

 
1
Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 

 
2
O LORD, hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 

 
3
If you were to keep watch over sins, 

  O LORD, who could stand? 
 

 
4
Yet with you is forgiveness, 

  in order that you may be feared. 
 

 
5
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

  in your word is my hope. 
 

 
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the 

  morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 

 
7
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast 

  love; with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 

 
8
For the LORD shall redeem Israel 

  from all their sins.



Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home 
God has prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might 
bring because we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God 
promises to bring us into eternal life. 

 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I 
believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know 
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring 
us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is 
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look 
not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 
L. Word of God.  Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 



P. The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O God. 
 

Mark 3:20-35 

 
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders 
aloud how anyone who is demon-possessed can cast out 
demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the 
Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ. 
 

[Jesus went home;] 
20

and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus 
and the disciples] could not even eat.  

21
When his family heard it, they went 

out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 
22

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, 
and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.”  

23
And he called them 

to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?  
24

If 
a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  

25
And if a 

house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  
26

And if 
Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his 
end has come.  

27
But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder 

his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can 
be plundered. 

28
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever 

blasphemies they utter; 
29

but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 
can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—

30
for they had 

said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 

him and called him.  
32

A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 
“Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.”  
33

And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”  
34

And looking at 
those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!  
35

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 
P. The gospel of the Lord.  
C. Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon "Begin Road Ahead” Pastor John Pearson 
 
Hymn of the Day Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
L. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C.  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, or Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen 



 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

A. We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 
world. 

A brief silence. 

 

 You reawaken our hearts to your mercy.  We give you thanks for renewers of the 
church in every age.  Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to 
transform the church into a closer vision of your beloved community.  Merciful God, 

C. receive our prayer. 
 
A. Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, 

and in the blessing of plants granting food in their right season.  Heal lands scarred 
by deforestation, pollution, or infestation.  Teach us to cultivate the earth with 
respect and reverence.  Merciful God, 

C. receive our prayer. 
 

Other Prayers 

P. Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the 
power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
The Offering 
 
Anthem Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) Choir 

~ C. Tomlin, et al   CCLI Song #4768151 



Canticle Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 188 

 



 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called 
us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and 
strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your 
body for the life of the world. 

C. Amen.  
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 

 
 

P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



The Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

P. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 

P. Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come!  All are 
welcome, no exceptions. 

C. Alleluia! 
 
 
Lamb of God 

 



Communion Hymns   

   As the Grains of Wheat  ELW 465 

   Here Is Bread  ELW 483 
 
Post Communion Blessing 

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his peace. 

C. Amen 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

A. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 
us to love the world with your own life.  In your name we pray. 

C. Amen 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

P. The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840 
 



Dismissal 

A. Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude Marsha Vanderwerff 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Wolfgang is on vacation June 8-13, visiting with old 

friends and colleagues in New Jersey, then spending a few days 

with family and grandkids in Hershey, Pennsylvania. He is 

especially excited that he, Pastor Margaret and Josef get to 

worship at Bridge of Peace Community Church in Camden, New 

Jersey, the congregation he served as mission developer and 

pastor from 2000 until 2006. Should you need pastoral care 

during Pastor Wolfgang's absence, please call Pastor David Kilde, 

517-420-0095. 

 

The Town of Garner is sponsoring a Juneteenth program on 

Saturday, June 15, at 11 am at the Garner Performing Arts 

Center, 742 W. Garner Rd. Juneteenth is a holiday with special 

meaning in the African American community that celebrates the 

day enslaved people of African descent in Texas finally got word 

that slavery had ended: June 19, 1865, more than two years after 

the Emancipation Proclamation. Pastor Wolfgang and his family 

are planning to attend and hope to see some folks from LOL there 

as well. 



 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
 

Pursuant to section C10.02 of the Constitution 
& By-Laws of Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 

the Congregation Council has called a 
 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, June 23, 2024 

11:00 AM in the sanctuary 
 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

 “The State of the Church” address by Pastor 

Wolfgang, reviewing the first 100 days of 

ministry with his leadership; 

 Visions & Dreams Team Report, Listening 

Campaign and Time Line; 

 Presentation of the LOL logo and brand by 

the Outreach Team. 

Under the Constitution, no other business can be 

conducted by this special congregational meeting. 



Servers for Sunday, June 2
nd

  

Assisting Minister/Reader .............  Shannon Thomsen 
Reader   .....................................................  Mary Cook 
Altar Guild   ...........................................  Barbara Kyles 
Greeters / Counters  ......  Linda Hash / Matt Himmeger 
Acolyte   ................................................. Antonio Smith 
Supply Pastor  ........................................ John Pearson 
 
Sign-up sheets for the various worship assistant slots are on the board in 
the hallway.  Please consider spending time giving glory to God by filling 
one of these positions on a Sunday. 
 

 
 
 
Flowers this week are provided by 

Tom & Alecia Harrison 
in celebration of Lori & Jillian’s 

Birthdays. 
 

 
 

 
Candles this month are given 
by Sylvia Lambert in honor of 

her Grandchildren  
Forde, Jerri, and Ian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Honor a loved one by making a donation for the candles in the sanctuary for 
the month or the flowers that beautify the church each Sunday.  Sign-up 
sheets are on the board in the hallway. 


